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Song Lyrics Analysis
The lyrics of songs use different literary devices to bring out the full effect as expected by the artist. The paper aims to uncover how lyrics relate to or affect the song itself as well as the audience as a whole. The artist chosen is Bruno Mars who is a Grammy award-winning singer. In his song “when I was your man,” sad and regretful lyrics have been utilized to show his nostalgia for a woman who left him. Many people can relate to the message in the song lyrics, and different literary devices have been used in the song. An example of a metaphor is the line that goes when your friends talk about you; all it does is tear me down. The lyrics portray how people can be blind to what is good for them only to realize later on that they lost a diamond while focusing on stones.
 Also, the artist uses personification when he says that his heart breaks a little when he hears her name. The theme of this song is regret because some people are blind and don’t see what they love and care about until it’s too late. The song lyrics rhyme has a strong emotional appeal of sadness, which one finds easy to identify with and tune into. Flashback is also used to portray regret; an example includes the line do all the things I should have done when I was still your man. The lyrics depict many emotions of discontent and miserableness and strike to the heart of people who lost a special person because of a lack of sense and maturity.
The second song by the same artist, Bruno Mars, is titled Grenade, and it shows the true meaning of love. It is a lyric poem with a central theme of disappointment and anger because the man in the song sacrificed so much for his woman, but the woman would not do the same. Hyperbole is used in the song when the artist exaggerates by saying that he would catch a grenade for the woman he loves. The artist also says that he would jump in front of a train. There is repetition to bring out the rhyme as well as imagery is used to show the pain of the artist in his attempt to get the woman to love him the way he loves her.
 The lyrics say so much about people and the world in general, and people should never expect to be treated in the same manner they treat others. The lyrics highlight the stereotype of women as trouble when loved too much and it negatively portrays problematic relationships that have no mutuality (Thongnopphakhun, 2019). The woman accepts everything the man gives but does not give him anything. The lyrics clearly show the anger and disappointment in the man, as illustrated in the line take it all, but you never give.
The third song is just the way you are by Bruno Mars, and the lyrics seem to be a boy’s flattery to his girl. It teaches us that all girls and women are beautiful and this fact is held to be true no matter what. The lyrics say that women and even men should look past their flaws because that is what brings their self-esteem down; they should know that they are complete and amazing just the way they are. The lyrics portray women as beautiful beings who bring goodness and perfection wherever they go, and this should be acknowledged.
 The literary devices used in the song lyrics consist of personification because the artist gives the girl’s laugh a human-like trait. Also, when the artist says her eyes are like the night stars, he uses a simile, and the world would never stop and stare for a while at someone, this is just alliteration. The song lyrics bring an emotional appeal to love, which is also the main theme in the lyrics. The lyrics bring out the perspective of loving someone and complimenting them so as to make them feel good about themselves. Many people can relate to this because when you love someone, you always want them to know and feel special about it.
The unifying theme from the three songs touches on love and disappointment that comes with loving someone. Love can be complex, carrying with it nostalgia, regret, anger, and disappointment, but still, love is a good thing. The theme shows that in the world, good things can encompass bad experiences, but we should not be afraid of having the full experience because the happiness we crave for is most times hidden deep inside pain and bad experiences (Kranke, 2016). The lyrics and thematic message could emotionally appeal to the target audience and persuade them not to be afraid of loving someone deeply because regardless of the setbacks, love is an amazing experience, and human beings are amazing at it. The lyrics impact our minds and souls because they talk of relatable things going on in society and they prove that deep down, we are all similar in terms of our experiences. The society can learn to march forward without fear because everyone is dealing with something, whether it’s the ecstasy of love or the gloom of regret and disappointment.
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