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Walt Whitman: Song of Myself
The first line of the poem begins with “I celebrate” with the I standing for the whole of humanity and the poet assumes the role of a representative man. Humankind has a common soul that every man is part of, and this makes us all equal. The self is, however, both individual and universal; hence all parts of the poet also form part of the reader or others in the world. It is shown in the third line, which states, “for every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you” (Whitman, 2016). Song of Myself. It shows that at every level of our being, we are continually exchanging and transferring ideas, emotions, feelings, and materials with other human beings and nature.
Whitman means that he is unsettled in his thought process, and as he releases the world within himself, the sound that comes out is one that balances at the borderline between saying nothing and saying everything. It is illustrated in words “barbaric yawp” to mean a raw release that invites people to try to read into the yawp and absorb it as a new multitude.
The leaf of grass has a natural and spiritual significance in the poem. The poet believes that everyone is a blade of grass. Just as a leaf of grass represents a multitude of grass, so does a single blade of grass represents an individual in society. People form and are all part of the human family. The poet says he bequeaths himself to the dirt so that e can grow from the grass he loves; this shows how even after death, his spirit will still exist in other forms of nature (Whitman, 2016). Song of Myself.
Moreover, the image portrayed by a leaf of grass shows how society will remember a member, and the message they stood for long after they are gone. The poet also refers to himself as deathless, meaning not limited by time and space. Whitman calls his work leaves of grass to signify the natural world as well as the pages of the printed text itself, hence portraying both as very important.
Both poems have themes of transcendentalism whereby in the song of myself, the power of the individual is shown as illustrated when the poet says you shall listen to all sides and filter for yourself. On the other hand, in the poem, when I heard the learn’d astronomer, the first premise of transcendentalism is shown when the speaker leaves the lecture to be alone hence relying on himself.
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