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Factors that have influenced the World History Since 1700
It is July 2018, and I have been invited by the United Nations and a world-wide television to talk about Modern World History. I agree that the world history has since 1700 revolved around a continuing struggle for power between social groups, religious groups, nations, and economic interests. The globe has been filled with disagreements that have led to different nations turning to each other and hence war erupting among them. For instance, we have witnessed countries going to war such as Syria, Iran and Iraq just to mention but a few. These have been so because nations have been experiencing differences in Religion, greed for power and different political ideologies.
We have witnessed in the past, and currently several struggles between religious groups which have led to war. When different cultures, religious and ideologies mix with each other, conflict erupts due to the differences that arise in such. Take, for instance, in the Middle East where there have been major conflicts. Within this region, there are different religions that exist; we have Islam and Christian. Islam has two major branches, that is, Shia and Sunni and other small sections of Islam religion that inhabit this region; they hate each other, and this is what leads to friction among them. A good example is that of Iraq, Iran and Saudi Arabia during the times of Hussein. There are also Christians that inhabit the Middle East such as Coptic Church, Catholic and Orthodox which are all disliked by the majority of the Muslims and this leads to having issues with each other. Judaism is also found within the same region and is of no exceptional when it comes to religious differences; it is disliked by the Muslim brothers and sisters.  By looking at the three religious groups that exist in the Middle East are split into smaller groups, and they have issues with each other.
Taking an example of still Middle East, there exist ideological differences among the people who inhabit the region. Since Cold War, there have been remnants of old alliances, Saudis, Egypt, Turkey, Iraq and Israel who are more or less aligned with the USA, while the rest within the area were aligned to the USSR. This kind of aligning lead to various tensions that are still visible up-to-date; we have Russia supporting Syria and Israel attacking targets in Syria. Also, we have had most of the Muslim nations considering Israel an indictment that needs to be fought and destroyed at all cost. This has already sparked four key wars and several hundreds of terrorist attacks. It is changing, slowly, but it will take decades before it calms down, if it will have to calm down. 
The world economics has also not been left out as a cause of havoc that has been witnessed around the globe. We have heard of economic sanctions of countries that have been making nuclear weapons.  A classical example, a current one, is the economic sanctions that have been put on South Korea by the US due to the production or making of the nuclear weapons. Let's go back to the Middle East where oil is a resource that is commonly mined within the area; their economic and most important resource. Oil is ranked as one of the most valuable and important resources for the modern day economy, and a better part of it is produced by UAE, Iran, Kuwait, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. With this kind of knowledge and the area having to produce a significant volume of the resource, various global power try to assert influence or try to control those countries so that they can affect the market.  However, there is a second thing that can happen or has been happening, we have had regional powers fighting for oil, in 1980-1990 and 1990-1991 are some of the most important examples of such conflicts.  First Iran and Iraq started the war for the lands that were rich in oil and secondly, Iraq conquered Kuwait before they got defeated by a coalition.
Globalization has impacted nearly all aspects of modern life. Globalization has made the world to be one big community since people living in different regions from all four corners of the world can interact with each other; all thanks to the innovations in the world of tech. Globalization may be inevitable over the long-run, but there are a lot of drawbacks along the way in the short-run. These drawbacks are usually caused by economic crises or some of the negative consequences of globalization, but in the end, the world has learnt that protectionism can make a bad situation worse that they had thought or expected. The bottom line is that globalization has impacted nearly all aspects of modern life and has continued to be a long growing force in the global economy. While there have been a few drawbacks to globalization, most of the economists around the globe have agreed that it is a force that cannot be stopped and has net benefits to the world's economy. For instance, the 2016 US presidential elections and the British vote to leave the European Union (known as Brexit), have contributed to the anti-globalization movement. Besides, it is also through globalization that we have had intercultural exchanges on a global scale. People from different cultures have interacted through the internet, and this has made them adopt each other's cultural practices. However, the western nations have been said to have influenced the rest of the world largely.  
The theme of power has also been seeing as an influential tool and has dominated history since 17th century. The globe's most powerful nations have been dominating consistently the news headlines and have been seen to shape the global economic patterns. The countries seem to be having foreign policies and military budgets that are significant, and when they pledge, at least some of the international communities can trust that they will keep their pledge. The powerful nations can be gauged on its leadership, economical influence, political influence, strong international alliances and strong military alliances. The US has been ranked at the top among the most powerful countries across the globe followed by Russia, China and German.  The US has been perceived as the most powerful nation in the world after looking at its military budget, and she is the most spending country regarding military budget, she spends over 600 million US dollars on military hardware and personnel in 2016. The US has been a leader in the fight against terrorists and is the largest contributor to NATO and seals alliances by allocating billions of dollars in military aid to the states global wise.   Following the first four listed nations concerning power are UK, France and Japan; these countries have large economies and normally gives out high numbers of international aid. 
Imperialism has also been on the spot; it is a policy that involves a country extending its power by the acquiring lands by military force, diplomacy and purchase. The world imperialism originated from the Latin word Imperium, that means supreme power. Currently, imperialism has been linked with the Western political and economic dominance, especially in Africa and Asia in the 19th and 20th centuries. Like I had said earlier that imperialism could be associated with the acquisition of land by use of military force, a good example of such is the acquisition of oil lands by Iraq; Iraq is said to have conquered Kuwait to acquire her oil-rich lands.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the world has experienced a lot of differences regarding economic interests, political ideologies, power and imperialism. All the listed themes have been thought to be the leading themes that have caused the world to be like it is currently and not forgetting globalization. Globalization has led the world to be transformed into one large community where people from different areas across the globe can interact. The world economics has also not been left out as a cause of havoc that has been witnessed around the globe. We have heard of economic sanctions of countries that have been making nuclear weapons.  A classical example, a current one, is the economic sanctions that have been put on South Korea by the US due to the production or making of the nuclear weapons. The theme of power has also been seeing as an influential tool and has dominated history since 17th century. The globe's most powerful nations have been dominating consistently the news headlines and have been seen to shape the global economic patterns.

