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Sports Management
Being in high school has many advantages and disadvantages of its own. However, most individuals get to know what they want to pursue in their future since they get to explore different things in high school. Being an Athletics Director in my former high school has brought about many memories that were both negative and positive. However, these experiences are what shaped me into who I am today. That aside, I realized that many of the best athletes in this school do not compete for the high school teams like our time, and instead focus their energy towards playing for the local "club" teams. As an Athletics Director, my role is to encourage the students to make use of their talents and play for whatever teams they want. However, I represent the school; hence I have to help the students play for high school teams for them to get more exposure to the sports world. It may earn them scholarships from different universities, which could help in nurturing their abilities more and ending up playing in big national teams. It is primarily a problem in boy's and girls' basketball, volleyball, and soccer teams, which have decided to play for local clubs instead of the school's teams. 
These players are mostly attracted to play for local clubs around their area because of the exposure and the recognition that they will have when they win a match. They are also attracted to these local clubs because they think that opportunities will be more compared to just playing for high school teams. Therefore, they believe that playing for high school teams will not secure them a fixed opportunity, unlike playing for local clubs (Deelen et al., 2018). Hence, they choose not to consider playing for high school teams. Another reason could be that the school does not provide good coaches who can help them improve on their skills; for that reason, they prefer to play for teams that have more experienced coaches.
However, they do not look at the negative sides that are present when they are playing for local clubs. These negative sides include, they get to miss out on the fun and the recognition of being the best player of their team in the school. Most of the best players in this high school during our time are honored until now. Their pictures are hung up on the wall of fame in the school. Thus, the feeling of being praised for being the best in a particular sector restores one's self-confidence and makes them feel good (Finch & Clopton, 2017). In the local clubs, there are several best players, and before their abilities are recognized, it might take them more time. Another negative side is that the training in the local clubs is tighter and time-consuming. For that reason, they cannot get enough time to study enough or hang out with their friends and family as much as they want. It consumes most of their teenage life, which they are supposed to be enjoying at the moment.  
The high school should come up with ways that can make the players prefer high school teams to the local club teams. First, as an athletics director, I would urge the school board to hire experienced coaches who would help the players become more successful in their high school teams to attract scholarship from prominent universities. Also, we should always celebrate small wins that the team has made to continue encouraging the team to do their best in the upcoming games. Another way is to take the groups on field trips that would help them bond and help each other with their weaknesses; that is, encouraging team building for the team to succeed in their future games (Stander, 2018). 
Notably, the school board should come together and implement these ways to help the players get the support and the team they need since it would boost the school's name, players' confidence and self-esteem. They will be happy playing for the school's team if all the conditions are better than those of the local teams in the area.
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