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Disorders of The Skeletal System That Specifically Affect the Joints
Several skeletal disorders affect joints specifically. They include; Bursitis, Gout, Osteoarthritis, Collagen diseases, Miscellaneous arthritides, and Rheumatoid Arthritis. In this discussion, the focus will be to compare and contrast the disorders affecting the joints.
Bursitis
	The disorder is the inflammation of the bursa, causing pain, distension, and sensitivity upon pressure and movement. The disorder mainly affects the knees, elbow, hip, and shoulder. Treatment is often rest, anti-inflammatory medication and immobilization of the joint in severe cases, (Roiger 148).
Gout
When uric crystals are deposited in the metatarsophalangeal joint or the surrounding tissues, the disorder is referred to as Gout. Cases where gout becomes acute or chronic, the disease is referred to as gout arthritis. Signs and symptoms include pain, redness of the skin, swelling and tenderness. Treatment is by colchicine and anti-inflammatory drugs, (Roiger 166). 
Osteoarthritis
The disorder is caused by the rational tears and wears of a joint, due to age, injury or health circumstances. The major sign of osteoarthritis is joint creaking during movement. Treatment is by anti-inflammatory drugs and physical therapy to improve functionality, (Roiger 150).
Rheumatoid Arthritis
	Unlike osteoarthritis, the disease being autoimmune means it can happen at any given age. This occurs when the immune system attacks the synovial sheaths of the joints, causing inflammation. The resultant reaction creates enzymes that corrode the articular cartilages, leading to joint damage. Treatment is by immunosuppressants and anti-inflammatory drugs, (Roiger 150).
Collagen diseases
	This is a systemic disease accompanied by joint disorders, where the disorders develop in the connective tissues containing collagen. An example of the disease is Systemic lupus erythematosus; a key disease associated with rheumatoid arthritis, (Sokoloff 5).
Miscellaneous arthritides
	This is a group of hypersensitive inflammatory diseases of the joint, that affect mostly the skin and present severity to the joints as well. An example is Erythema nodosum, which forms bumps at the front of the legs and causes pain and swelling of the joints, (Sokoloff 6).
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