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St. Thomas Catholic University Identity
St. Thomas, a Catholic institution, has long been regarded as an unrivaled center of innovation and information dissemination for the benefit of mankind. Authentic faith has always included a genuine desire to improve the world, to impart values, and to leave the world in a better state, which has never been easy or wholly personal. Because it strives to be a transformational presence in the world, St. Thomas University is a catholic university that pursues truth through intellectual activity(Briel, 2009). It also aspires to instill compassion and faith in the world via the spirit of Christ and base its work on the hope found in the Eucharist, which is both the source and the pinnacle of Catholic practice and belief. Its identity may relate to me since in many countries all over the world, Catholic universities, more than in other faith-based universities, is an essential part of the higher education sector.
Following directive of the Augustinian Friars, St. Thomas University was founded in nineteen sixty-one as Biscayne College. In nineteen sixty-eight, the Southern Association of Schools and Colleges recognized the institution as a member, and the Commission on Colleges granted it its first accreditation. To honor its Cuban roots, the universities renamed St. Thomas University. The Universidad de Santo Tomas de Villanueva which was founded the year nineteen forty-six by American Augustinians with aid from European Augustinians is the University's forerunner. It was named after Thomas of Villanova who was a famous ascetic, preacher, and religious writer of his time. St. Thomas was a Spanish friar of the Order of Saint Augustine (Briel, 2009). St. Thomas rose to the rank of archbishop and was known for his compassion for the underprivileged. St. Thomas may have become a saint because of his faith and his kindness to the needy, who knocked on his door every morning and received clothes, drinks, food, and money.
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