Step 1: assignment review and grading scheme

Assignment details
1. The third assignment is worth 40% of the final grade for this course.
2. The third assignment is an individual assignment, not group work. 
3. For this third assignment, you must use one or more arguments to defend your
    position on a topic relating to your program of study, or any other topic approved
    by the professor. Note clearly that you cannot use any material previously submitted
    in another course. However, you may use such material as a reference point in your
    essay so long as it is listed on your reference page.
4. This assignment has two parts:
a) a detailed research process meant to help you create a high-quality essay
(the process is shown in the steps that follow)

b) essay submitted to Turn-it-in on the due date shown in the weekly schedule
5. Given the detailed research process, the professor does not read drafts of an essay.
6. You must use the following format to develop the essay:
· arial font, size 13; single-spacing; 1-inch margins on 8.5 x 11 page size
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Up to two pages, not including the title page, reference page or end notes
· Submit to Turn-it-in as a Microsoft Word document (not .pdf)
7.   Step 5 of the research process lists the sections that must be included
      in the essay. You may use headings to identify the sections.
8. See the grading scheme on the next page. It states the criteria that will be used
    to grade your essay. The criteria rests on key elements in critical thinking. At the
    end of the page, you’ll find a message for reviewing an example A+ essay.



Grading scheme details
The deductions listed below apply to each instance of a flaw or error found in the group’s essay. 
1. Failure to follow the format, point# 6, set out on the previous page (1 point deduction)

2. Grammatical or spelling error (up to a 1 point deduction)

3. Specific passages that act as filler (up to a 1 point deduction):
Groups that don’t spend enough time on the assignment tend to write sentences for no other reason than to fill a page. You can test for this problem. Simply remove a passage to see if it ‘damages’ the line of reasoning. If it doesn’t, it is likely filler. 

4. Poor transition between paragraphs or sections (up to a 1 point deduction):
In a well-written essay, the transition between paragraphs or sections makes sense to the reader in that one paragraph or section logically leads to the next one. 

5. Fallacies or other logical errors (up to a 1 point deduction):
If you aren’t careful when writing an essay, you may be commit fallacies such as these …

· Hasty generalization: you make a claim about a segment that is unsupported by the evidence provided.
· Red herring: you attack a weaker argument rather than the actual argument.
· False alternatives: you provide an either/or option when there are other alternatives to consider.
       You should refer to the course material when ‘polishing’ your essay for submission.
6. Vague terms or ambiguous passages (up to a 1 point deduction):
Some terms are vague in that the meaning is not clear. To say that your cat is ‘tall’ is rather vague since it is not a term that usually applies to cats. On the other hand, a sentence is ambiguous when it can have two or more different interpretations or meanings. 

7. Gaps in the line of reasoning meant to defend your position (up to a 4 point deduction):
By following the research process shown in class, you significantly reduce the chance of losing grades when developing the essay’s overall line of reasoning.

8. Failure to show steps 2, 3, and 4 of the research process by the due date (12-point deduction)
Specifically, you lose 4 points for each step (2, 3, or 4) that is not fully and properly presented (the work that you present must be thorough, relevant, and useful to the essay). 

9. Failure to clearly identify your main position in the essay (up to a 4 point deduction).
You must clearly identify the topic of discussion, your position on that topic, and the argument you aim to use to defend your position.

Now that you’ve read the grading scheme, take a moment to review the document titled Example-Essay.pdf as it provides an example of an A+ essay for this level of study. The student who wrote it spent considerable time on the research process.

