Step 5: proposed line of reasoning
Below are the sections to be included in your essay. 

	Title: aside from the title, provide the name or names in alphabetical order (last name, first name)



	Introduction:
Clearly state your position and indicate what the reader will find in the report (see the example).



	Background: 
Provide a clear and detailed description of how the topic or issue came about (historical timeline, noteworthy events, milestones, ongoing debate, key proponents, why there is disagreement, etc.)



	Thesis Statement (your main conclusion):
This section should have more detail than what you provide in the introduction about your position. Here, you might present your position as a formal argument as shown in the example essay.



	Reason# 1:
Clearly state the first reason that is intended to support your main conclusion (this may take more than one paragraph). If so, ensure that the paragraphs flow well from one to the next.

· Discuss the reason in detail, making sure that it is clearly conveyed to the reader.
· State the known assumptions and/or concerns which accompany the reason and explain why such assumptions should not be dismissed and/or why the concerns are not relevant. 
· If applicable, provide an example or metaphor or analogy as a way to help clarify the use or value of the reason. 

You likely have more than one reason to defend your main conclusion, so repeat this process as many times as needed … Reason# 2, Reason# 3, etc. 

The set of reasons and conclusion becomes your overall line of reasoning.




	Most common objection(s):
Here you state what others might say about your line of reasoning and why you think they are wrong.




	Conclusion:
Unlike the introduction, here you state in summary form the reasons which support the conclusion.



	End notes



	Reference page



[bookmark: _GoBack]Example
	Title: The Feeling Of Free Will Is An Illusion



	Introduction:
My introduction will state my position and then state what I plan to do in the essay, namely, …
· Give a short summary of the opposing views.
· Present and analyze a formal argument in support of hard determinism.
· Show why the most common objection to hard determinism doesn’t address the argument.



	Background: 
As this is a two-page essay maximum, I will state and given an example of each side of the debate. This should be enough for the reader to understand what is at stake in the debate. Also, I will state that the two positions are mutually exclusive.



	Thesis Statement (main conclusion):
My main conclusion is that the feeling of free will is an illusion. To defend the perspective of hard determinism, I introduce and examine this formal argument:

(P1) If a decision or action must occur, then it is not done of one’s own free will. (P2) For every decision or act, conditions [known or unknown], ensure the occurrence of the decision or event. (C) Thus, no decision or action is done of one’s own free will.




	Reason# 1:
I will examine the first premise to show that it is correct. This will likely involve arguing that human decisions and actions are governed by pre-existing conditions and factors, which is true of all events in the universe. 




	Reason# 2:
I will examine the second premise to show that it is correct. Most likely, I will contend that it is not necessary to actually know all the laws of nature in order for hard determinism to be true. Likewise, it is not necessary to be able to predict human acts and decisions since we can’t know all the conditions and factors. 





	Deal with the most common objection to my position
I will contend that the most common objection to hard determinism doesn’t actually deal with the argument that I present and examine in the essay. As such, the objection is not useful in the debate.




	Conclusion:
I will re-phrase the conclusion to show that it is defensible. 



	End notes
Since it is a two-page essay maximum, I will rely heavily on using end notes to clarify key points. Otherwise, the reader may question whether I have a good understanding of the topic.



	Reference page
The reference page will present material that I’ve read to get an understanding of the topic (but which isn’t directly reference in the essay) and material that I rely more heavily on in order to produce my line of reasoning (these will have page numbers, etc). 






