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Stereotypes in Crazy Rich Asians
Introduction
The movie chronicles the story of Nick Young who hails from New York and his girlfriend, Rachel Chu, an economics professor. Rachel Chu agrees to accompany Nick Young to Colin’s wedding in Singapore – Colin was Young’s best friend. The masterpiece has diverse accounts of stereotype instances. It has amassed enormous criticism from people concerning its biased stereotype that only focuses on the rich and not paying respect to the poor people living in Singapore. “Crazy Rich Asians” is marred with various flaws such as racial profiling and differences in the social class based on material wealth (Ningtyas, 2017). However, it has redefined the perception people had on Hollywood about Asians. The movie involves cast members of Asia and Asia-Americans. Ever since, there has been a polarized racial climate by Asians in Hollywood. “Crazy Rich Asians” highlights Asian along with Asian American stereotypes.
The film gives an account of various stereotypes that are conceptualized in the modern world. For instance, there are class differences and racist stereotypes heralded in the movie. Stereotypes are over-generalized beliefs about a particular group. Rachel Wu is despised in the movie in myriad instances. After attending Colin’s wedding, Nick Young introduced her to his mother, Eleanor, who disliked her due to her lower status as a result of coming from a humble background (Rifah, & Fauzia, 2019). Rachel did not know that Nick Young came from a wealthy background. The stereotype of the class differences between the rich and those hailing from humble backgrounds is evident. Rachel Chu faces oppression from various people such as unmarried wealthy women who potentially wanted to marry the most eligible bachelor, Nick Young.
During the bachelorette party, Amanda confronts Rachel and reveals to her that she was Nick Young’s former girlfriend. Thereafter she tells Rachel that she will not integrate into the family due to her modest background as compared to one Nick Young hails from. Eleanor Young depicts the character of hate as she opposes and rebuffs the marriage of Rachel to Nick Young (Rohmawati, & Prastiwi, 2018). Rachel is subjected to other repressive encounters when she finds her hotel room vandalized by other ladies who deemed her a gold-digger. After attending the bachelor part, Nick unveils to Colin his plan of proposing to Rachel which Colin opposes. He states to Nick Young that the status of Rachel does not befit. Also, Colin expresses that it will cause trouble in that Nick Young is required to live in Singapore and take care of his family’s business rather than marrying Rachel loves her New York.
At jiaozi dumplings, Eleanor Young tells Rachel that she will never be enough for both Nick and his family. This demonstrates the class differences in status that is embodied in the film. That is, the affluent only marries the wealthy and not a person from a humble background. Rachel has faced several rejections from close associates of Nick Young and his family due to the status of her humble background. At some point, Eleanor and Nick’s grandmother faces Rachel and Nick thereby revealing that Rachel’s father is still alive and alleges that she was born of an adulterous affair (Sio, 2019). Therefore, they come up with the demand that Nick should not continue seeing Rachel for fear of being implicated in a scandal. They argue that the image of the family will be tainted by the scandal likely to arise. Eleanor tried had to find an issue to underpin her need for Nick Young to reconsider marrying Rachel.
The racial stereotype is apparent in the film too. Nick Young’s dreadful mother loathes the values ingrained in American-born Rachel. She detests her American values that embrace independence as well as self-determination considering them an insult to the traditional values of Singapore. Rachel is an industrious woman who is well-learned and an economics professor at New York University (TAN et al., 2019). She is a strong Asian woman pursuing her career without limiting herself due to the cultural beliefs of her native country. All the aforementioned qualities are depicted among women living in America. Contemporarily, women living in America are breadwinners to their families hence they toil so hard to ensure their households are provided with essential basic needs. However, in Singapore, the culture demarcates that women should consider staying at home taking care of the children while their husbands live for work. The diversity of cultural background of America and Singapore is unique and different. Eleanor Young rejects American values that emphasize interdependence by rubbishing them and seeing them as an affront to the values of Singapore.
American women do not embrace the idea that men are the only ones to get better education and jobs and then provide for the family. Over the years, they have become interested in challenging men in diverse sectors like politics, military and managerial positions in workplaces. Even though Rachel is of Asian descent, living in America has compelled her to become passionate about pursuing education and become a professor at New York University. Eleanor is an example of a racist as she disregards the culture of women living in America and compels her son, Nick Young, to leave seeing Rachel. Singaporean values portray men as breadwinners to their family hence women should not embrace independence and self-determination.
The movie had the aim of showcasing misconceptions about Asians. It gives an understanding of Asia’s affluent people as well as the moneyed elite living in Singapore (Rifah, & Fauzia, 2019). The cinematic masterpiece challenges the emblematic Asian stereotypes that have been depicted of Asians. People tend to generalize the culture of Asia to be one misleading thing. The movie gives myriad diversity concerning the Asian culture.  For example, in the film, Asians are beautiful, glamorous, comedic, tragic as well as flawed. It highlights a spectrum of characters represented by characters of the film. People have misled misconceptions about Asians as they preconceive them as comedic and kickboxers which are not true. The film renders a better understanding of the Asians through elucidating characters of the actors. For example, Nick Young is kind and simple in that he opts to marry Rachel despite her background.
“Crazy Rich Asians” exposes the kind of experiences people in interracial relationships go through. Even though Rachel did not know that Nick Young was from a wealthy family when getting into a relationship with her, she was rejected by his mother and other people in Singapore (Sio, 2019). She loved to get married to Nick Young, not because of his status of coming from a wealthy family. While holding a meeting with Eleanor, she told her that she would consider paving way for Nick Young to marry another woman because she was not welcomed to settle with him. The stereotype based on people's status in society is a detriment towards freedom of one to mingle with people they love and fall in intimate love with them. It underlines the universal feeling people who fall on interracial relationships have towards one another. Hence the movie is a masterpiece that details about male stereotype brought about by being wealthy.
The movie detonates the stereotype of the emasculated Asia men. In one of the scenes, there is an instance when Michael Teo comes out of the shower and moves towards his wife, Astrid. The camera takes an abnormally long time lingering on his shirtless body showing his fitness-app abs (Rohmawati, & Prastiwi, 2018). This is a stereotype that aimed at objectifying Asian men. Some notions consider Asian men to be weak and unfit to play in roles that require people with fitness abs. objectification in movies is regarded as an important factor in relating to the desires of people watching the movie. Thus the movie championed the idea that Asian men have well-toned bodies that are attractive and can keep people glued to them.
Furthermore, the movie showcases perceived Hollywood stereotypes of meekness and submission. In Hollywood, there are fundamental biases around Asian characters. People from Asian origin have been misunderstood to be meek and submissive to act in Hollywood movies. This misconception has made them appear as extras in movies. “Crazy Rich Asians” has responded to this notion by featuring cast members of Asian and Asian American origin. Asians have always been disregarded in acting leading roles as they become considered unfit to embody starring characters (Ningtyas, 2017). The movie casts down the perception that Asian women characters are not fit to take up leading roles. The cast of the film encompasses characters of Asia and Asian Americans such as Nick Young, Rachel Chu, Eleanor Young, Colin, Astrid and many more. The movie breaks stereotypes in many ways. Foremost, actors of Asian descent are good at leading roles in movies. “Crazy Rich Asians” features characters of Asian descent who properly executed their acting skills. It helps to change how Hollywood perceives a leading person should exude. Secondly, the storyline focuses on real-world issues.
Conclusion
           “Crazy Rich Asians” film explores preconceived notions and stereotypes concerning Asians and Asian Americans. From the movie, Rachel, an Asian American, faces rejection from close associates and family of Nick Young on getting married to him. The movie encapsulates a love affair between two characters of differing backgrounds – Nick Young is from an elite and wealthy family while Rachel is from a humble background. Thus prompts class differences based on how affluent one is regarded to be. Rachel becomes mistreated by other women who aspired to marry the outrageously wealthy Nick Young by vandalizing his hotel room. Besides, racial profiling is manifested in the movie with Eleanor being seen as a racist. She rejected the American values of independence along with self-determination and reckoning that they disrespect Singaporean values. Eleanor was one of the front-liners who intensely disliked his son’s quest to marry Rachel. The film aimed at showing the opulent nature of Asians' elite families and the perceptions concerning other cultures. It highlights the stereotypes of people of Asian descent and those of Asian Americans.
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