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Instructional Strategies for ELLs

Pre-Emergent Instructional Strategies
	Content Area
	Strategy and Description
	Justification

	Speaking and Listening
	Total physical response
This is when the learners listen to a certain command in English and in turn respond to the educator using a physical action.
	The total physical response will be very effective because the students are better listeners and thus will be able to duplicate movements and gestures as a way to show they have comprehended. According to Larsen-Freeman & Long (2014), the learners are able to understand and succeed when both gestures and expressions are used appropriately and effectively throughout the lesson.

	Reading
	Choral reading
This is when reading is done in unison. Students are able to listen carefully and parrot the words being read to them although they are not comfortable speaking at this stage.
In order to make the choral reading be effective, the teacher should point to the picture or word and then slowly read the word aloud.
	Choral reading builds self-confidence in pre-emergent students hence making it be beneficial (Cliff Hodges, 2016). In addition, it enables those students who are not comfortable yet to regain the same.
Repetition by reading is beneficial to learners since they are great listeners.

	Writing
	Rainbow writing
The teacher pronounces the word, writes it on a paper and then provides it to the learners. This helps the learners to focus on the key vocabulary by tracing the letters.
	The strategy is highly efficient to the learners in pre-emergent stage since a good number of them are not able to write words on their own but are able to copy it from somewhere else.
According to Richards (2015), students are able to easily mimic the words they see on the paper and in turn, write them accordingly.
 It is recommendable for the teacher to model the writing and read the word as they write it on the board or on the paper.
The teachers reading the words as they write them is not a handwriting and a tracing exercise but it helps students concentrate on the key vocabulary and are able to recognize them as they are being introduced to them.





Emergent Instructional Strategies
	Content Area
	Strategy and Description
	Justification

	Speaking and Listening
	Visual timeline
The teacher should have the students work out in groups to put the words or pictures in the correct order after getting the information from a read-aloud story.
The visual timeline strategy allows the learners to keenly listen to one another and hence use the knowledge gained to put the words or pictures in order.
	The learners at this stage are able to come up with simple sentences with linguistic support and short phrases.
If the learners are to be introduced to visual timeline strategy to work in groups or pairs then they must be given adequate support to speak efficiently and clearly (Hassani et al., 2016).

	Reading
	Venn diagrams
The leaners are to be assisted to compare and contrast two different texts.
The teacher to use the visuals above each circle to guide the learners understanding.
	The strategy is helpful to learners who are emerging since they are able to compare and contrast which is useful in different content areas.
According to Carnahan & Williamson (2013), the students are able to transfer knowledge rapidly once they fully comprehend the comparing strategy.

	Writing
	The teacher to use sentence frames to guide the learners in writing. The teacher should also start a sentence and have the learners finish.
	The learners benefit from using sentence frames because it allows them to indulge in written work, journals, dialogues and discussions.
In addition, the strategy provides the proficient learners with a model of correct syntax which helps them in their work.






Basic Instructional Strategies
	Content Area
	Strategy and Description
	Justification

	Speaking and Listening
	Think-pair-share
The teacher thinks of a topic and then shares it with the learners.
	The leaners at basic level benefit from the strategy because they are provided with a chance to build on oral communication skills and understand the reading as well (Usman, 2015).

	Reading
	Partner reading
The teacher should pick a book that matches the level of the learners.
First, the teacher should read the book along with the leaners and then put the learners into pairs to read to each other. Second, the learners should read the book to the teacher one after another.
The partner reading lends itself to several comprehension activities and sequences.
	Partner reading is helpful to learners at basic level since they are provided a chance to read a text for a maximum of three times. Thus, the leaners benefit because the strategy includes a variety of grouping configurations.
Allowing the learners to read with partners will make them be more comfortable when they reach the intermediate stage since they are at a stage of emerging more proficient (Cohen, 2014).

	Writing
	The teacher to make use of graphic organizers such as word banks and visuals to help the learners take notes.
	Utilizing the instructional support helps the learners because at this level they are able to relay short messages by using and drawing symbols/sounds relationships to write phrases and words.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Intermediate Instructional Strategies
	Content Area
	Strategy and Description
	Justification

	Speaking and Listening
	Oral presentations
The teacher to use key vocabulary words. Each learner to do an individual presentation using models and visuals. On the other hand, learners to do a partner presentation to cover the key vocabulary words.
	Most of the learners at the intermediate level have about 6000 active words in their vocabulary.
According to van Ginkel et al. (2017), an oral presentation will help the learners to share everything they know since they are comfortable to share their thoughts and express their opinions.
The strategy will allow the teacher to discover how the learners are academically.

	Reading
	Read, pair, share
The read, pair and share strategy involves learners reading with their partners and pausing after each paragraph to answer the question why, where, when, what and who.
If they do not know the answer, they go back to the paragraph and search the answer together.
	The strategy is important at this level since the students are able to understand the complex concepts. The strategy also gives the learners the ability to read and reread the text by having support from a partner (Shih & Reynolds, 2015).

	Writing
	The teacher to demonstrate the use of highlighters and micro-selection to find the main idea.
All the students to paraphrase the sentences and highlight the keywords in the process of finding the key ideas.
The students to start working with small sentences and they will be able to gradually increase to short passages and paragraphs.
	A good number of intermediate proficiency learners are likely to need procedural development and academic language strategies such as finding the parts of a paragraph or the main idea.
Learners are able to find the main ideas faster and retain the reading better.
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