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How is history represented in Lampedusa's The Leopard and Visconti's film?
Lampedusa's The Leopard is a historical novel that is nostalgic, touching, and profound as it explains the turbulent transformation of the Risorgimento during the unification of Italy. It outlines how the weak feudal authority of the state and an elegant Prince of Salina is rough against the materialism and individual interest in the country. However, this novel has been celebrated in explaining Italian history, including Risorgimento in 19th and 20th-century fiction. It gives a clear overview of ancient and modern conflicts while providing a bitter reflection on the inevitability and brutality of change. The historical sense of Risorgimento in Lampedusa's -The Leopard is complicated, and it had a series of events that are superficial, elusive, and more about the nature of power, corruption, and subordination.    
Risorgimento is an Italian movement for unification that occurred during the 19th century, and it resulted in the formation of the Italian Kingdom in the 18th. In Lampedusa's The Leopard, Risorgimento was known to be a literary and ideological movement that assisted in raising the national consciousness of the Italians. At the same time, it brought about a sequence of political scenarios that freed the states from foreign division and united them politically. Even though the Risorgimento has achieved the prominence of the national myth, but its important definition is still a controversial question. But its emergence contributed towards the formation of political groups that fought for the rights of the Italians in the government where their desires and culture were recognized as well as a sense of nationalism was realized.    
The primary forces towards Risorgimento were established from the reforms that were introduced by the French when they were dominant in Italy during the time of the French Revolutionary Wars. During that time, a number of the Italian states were joined together as republics, and others were left as a satellite state of the French empire. Also, the status of most of the Italians improved, and more middle-class people were then permitted to work in government offices. 
Nevertheless, Lampedusa structured his novel during the ancient time when Sicily faced direct historical movements of the nations that emphasized on progress, social justice, and democracy in the 19th century (Nolan 410). In 1860, the first chapter was dated, and Garibaldi, together with his voluntary soldiers, invaded the Marsala on Sicily's west coast to start a revolutionary movement in the South. But the intention was to broaden the national movement for unification that was led by Piedmont in the north and to match on Rome. The final action in Italian unification unbelievable took place in Sicily. 
Additionally, in the Lampedusa's The Leopard, Risorgimento is seen as a progressive, optimistic, and rational movement of the 19th century that showed the disappearance of the liberal democracy and socialism in baroque. But this story is like a historical fiction that will remain to entangle the minds of many people about Risorgimento. According to Nolan (410), Lampedusa's misery is not different from that of our current world, with its withered political prospects. I have also realized about a critical perspective in the Lampedusa’s The Leopard, I have noted that the Leopard is like an amateur and its historical events on Risorgimento is precise and cold. For instance, in the Italian medieval battles, Machiavelli was despised for the lack of casualties and significance, and also, the struggle for Sicily is not much of a struggle.
On the other side, the journey of Risorgimento is also portrayed in Visconti’s film. The film analyzed the challenges of Sicily not uncompromising Marxist terms, but the fishermen who participated were robbed by the middlemen who were corrupt and dangerous. The Visconti film was mainly about the historiographical perspective of Risorgimento. According to Lerner, the film, senso, was attacked by the army and even had more complications during production because it was about how Risorgimento was presented (350). This gave a slight overview of the “Risorgimento” in Italy. The film focused on Camillo Boit's story that predicted The Leopard in setting the sensual and the hidden desire of the people who were not aware of the history against idealism and uncleanliness of the Risorgimento. Visconti’s film showed a continuous debate and impassion concerning the important issues of the Italians that are still questioned until today. It portrayed the struggle, regionalism where north and South divided, the role of churches, especially the Catholic Church, and the typical responsibilities of each individual and state. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The films' central theme focused on Risorgimento, and it emphasized on the critique of the overriding position, which was the unification of the Italians that was supported with the spirit of sacrifice from the Italians. The desires were high on Risorgimento because there was a great need to represent a united states, especially after the Christian Democrats took control in the 19th century. However, according to the film senso, the Risorgimento was not over to selfish interest, but the spirit of sacrifice projected from the blood of Italians during the battle was towards the passion of forming a joined state. 
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