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Poem Analysis
	The speaker, an almost ten-year-old, informs the audience that the whole idea of turning ten makes him feel sick. The sickness is worse than any other childhood ailment, even worse than a headache, stomachache, or chickenpox.  In line six and seven, the author calls the illness “mumps of the psyche” and “disfiguring chickenpox of the soul.” This illness has touched the narrator so deeply that his entire soul feels sick. This illness has not only affected part of his life, nor is it likely to eventually go. He has permanently changed. The narrator is likely to be forever wounded by this illness.
	In the second stanza, the narrator engages a grown-up who seems to have already crossed this threshold age saying, “You tell me it is too early to be looking back.” The speaker reasons that the adult has forgotten what it is to be a child. The poet uses the dichotomy of being one or two old to further his point that an adult cannot understand what the ten-year-old speaker is experiencing. The narrator argues that there’s perfect simplicity of being one and a beautiful complexity when a child changes two. By this, he means that the child can comprehend more at two. The speaker later reflects back in the days of his childhood, saying that he remembers everything since it was not long ago. 
	The third stanza contrasts with the second, and Collins portrays this by starting the first line with the word “but.” The narrator says, “But now I am mostly at the window….”	He later takes us back to the present and his feelings about it. The narrator seems to see only the negative when he talks about his treehouse's light and the bicycle lean against the garage. The speaker’s perspective is based on the inside rather than the outside where the light and his bicycle are. 
	The narrator discovers that his childhood days are over and all that lies ahead is sadness. The narrator says that he will have to “...walk through the universe…” and say goodbye to his imaginary friends and his childish fantasies. In the last stanza, the speaker compares his old self and new self. He no longer believes that he is ultrapowerful and different on the inside. He now reasons that if he were to fall, all he would do is bleed, not shine. 
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