
Suicide Contagion Among Youth
	Suicide contagion is the prevalent exposure of individuals to suicide or suicidal behaviors within their peer group or family, or spread through media reports and can make the person commit suicide. Suicide outbreaks occur when one death triggers the occurrence of others. Outbreaks are mostly observed if the first death is a celebrity. In the united states, suicide contagion is more common among youths aged below 25 years. One of the celebrities who committed suicide was Seattle's, Kurt Cobain. The media avoided explicit coverage of his death and presented the news with messages about the treatment of mental illness and suicide prevention. Based on the information from the articles, I think “13 Reasons Why” should not continue the series. The show does more harm than good by promoting suicides through contagion. Newer entrants into the media industry should abide by traditional rules around suicide, which have been proven helpful. Moreover, I believe the media giving too much attention to school shooters encourages the phenomenon similarly to suicide contagion. The press should reduce the amount of attention offered to the shooters and put more emphasis on preventive means and help to the shooters. I believe that it would reduce the incidences of school shootings. The articles left me with a question, is the modern media creating for us more problems that did not exist?
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