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Summary/response of “Tales of The Trash”
In the book “Tales of the Trash,”  Peter Hessler talks about how he lived in Egypt in a city known as Cairo. He emphasizes more on the garbage man whose name is Sayyid Ahmed. The knowledge about Sayyid gives us an insight into the life of Cairo city. Hessler tells us that Sayyid knows a lot concerning his employers because of the trash that they never tire to talk about. Through them, he is always aware of sick people. Also, he can tell when people are engaging in uncouth behavior. Sayyid assigns a different meaning to the saying, “Another man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” For him, the trash of one man gives the knowledge concerning that person (Hessler, 2014). 
Mr. Hessler establishes a good friendship with Sayyid. He learns a lot about Sayyid such as the place where he lives, his way of living, and the problems that he encounters. This friendship also helps us, the readers, to know about people's way of living in Cairo. For example, we can tell that the generation system of a family defines the jobs in the city. If the father can no longer perform the work, the son is supposed to take over. The works contracts do not exist in the city, they operate with promises (Hessler, 2014).
Sayyid has adequate knowledge concerning the system. For this reason, he saves his family from living in the poverty bracket, unlike the other families. He is wealthy of such things as food and television, and a homestead. This is a dream that he has always wished that it came to be. Through Sayyid, we also familiarize ourselves with Cairo's culture. We learn about the measures that families employ when they encounter challenges (Hessler, 2014).
The economy is another aspect of living that Sayyid reveals to us. There are many problems that people encounter in Egypt. Most people, including myself, when they hear about Egypt, the first thing that rings in their minds is pyramids. One would think that the pyramids would be a good source of income for Egyptians because of the tourists who visit to see the pyramids. However, this is not the case; the country is going through great difficulties with the economy and their government. During the scene where Sayyid engages in a fight with his wife, I am compelled to read a lot about it so that I know what will be the outcome of the fight. The final result shocked me but I realized that such things do happen (Hessler, 2014). 
Also, reading through the essay, I realized that Sayyid was a caring person. He keeps checking on their health, seeks to know if they took injections and medicine, and he is close to the widow to confirm that she is alive. Additionally, he narrates a scenario in which a doorman's daughter kissed a boy when he thought that no one was at their sight. He had earlier had dinner with the doorman's family and therefore thought that it would be wise to let the parents know about it. the doorman confronted his daughter but she denied the allegations. The doorman agrees with her and warns that Sayyid should never collect garbage from him anymore. He also warns him to mind about his business (Hessler, 2014).
I think this is a well-written essay. Most likely, Mr. Hessler wrote it many times to pass the message he had for people. One thing that I realize by reading the essay is that to be familiar with the surrounding in which you live, it is crucial that you first become a resident. However much this may sound extreme, I think that is the message he was trying to pass. It is not bad to know about a place. However, the living experience supersedes everything else. We realize that initially, Mr. Hessler had little knowledge about the city until he stayed for some time. It was after he met with Sayyid that he became a real-life civilian (Hessler, 2014).
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