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Carpenters Construct Buildings of the Past 
	Crews “Colonial Williamsburg Carpenters Construct Buildings of the Part”, is an article that featured in the Colonial Williamsburg Journal. This particular article emphasizes the efforts put in place by the Colonial Williamsburg carpenters’ in ensuring that the eighteenth-century history of craftsmanship is understood. A model of teaching that truly appreciates and successfully connects the past to the present world (Crews, n.d). This is don’t through reconstruction of each and every structure found in this era by hand. Using the same skills that had been employed to ensure the quality of this work. In order to accomplish such level of accuracy, the team is divided into work groups which each engage in different tasks to realize a common goal.
	Although the tools used in this craft site are more evolved in technology, muscle still remains an important tool to possess in order to accomplish these projects (Crews, n.d). The approach used here ensures that visitors, school students and each and every person who engages in rebuilding a certain artefact retains all the experience gained from the activity. This ensures the long standing of the project interpretation in relation to education.
	The team of six uses the projects that are being undertaken as an opportunity to teach the visiting teams, which always leaves them fascinated about the idea of rebuilding these artefacts (Crews, n.d). The process of reconstructing these artefacts requires extensive research that connects archaeologist, blacksmiths and curators. All these with an addition of the examination of tool marks, chalk marks and pencil marks ensure the success of the projects. 
	The undertaking of these projects provides a clear understanding of carpenter’s lifestyle, both economic, social and the level of knowledge need to create these artefacts. The article then closes with a brief history of the changes in carpentry. These include the regulations followed in establishing carpentry workshops and the new ideas of carpentry that reduced the demand of hand-made artefacts in the 1800s (Crews, n.d).
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Plain and Neat
	The article “Cabinetmakers Preserve Colonial Craftsmanship” contained in the Colonial Williamsburg Journal by Ed Crews talks about studying the eighteenth-century furniture. The aspects on emphasis for this particular furniture are the different types of joints used, the carvings that described the appearance of the artefact and the final finish employed (Crews, n.d). It also notes that the skill set of the carpenters of this age was quite impressive, this is due to the thoughtfulness and craftsmanship put into the finishing of such products to give them a sense of quality even 200 years down the line.
	Headley, a descendant of the furniture makers has been involved in analyzing and repairing and replicating the old furniture in an attempt to preserve the beauty of the eighteenth century (Crews, n.d). He mentions the impact of economics on the advancement of the furniture industry. This was characterized by a lack of enough purchasing power to afford refined cabinets hence during the realization of international trade the furniture industry gained momentum. 
	The quality, type and the finish of the furniture developed during this era were highly influenced by the market appetite for these products. For instance, the Bostonians and Philadelphians were attracted to the construction and the decoration employed during furniture construction. Contrary to this, Virginians preferred what the author refers to as “plain and neat” piece of furniture which translated to absolute elegance (Crews, n.d).
	The article concludes with analyzing the most needed skills during this era (Crews, n.d). In addition to this, it also points out the use of line and proportion to achieve elegance in cabinet making.
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