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Criminal Justice Research
[bookmark: _GoBack]Units of analysis are primary entities a researcher analyses in his or her study. Common units of analysis in criminal justice research include individuals, groups, and organizations. Any variety of individuals may be taken as units of analysis in a study involving criminal justice. Usually, individuals are considered as units of analysis about their membership to different groups. Groups as a unit of analysis vary in size and general composition; examples of groups in criminal justice include households, geographical regions, and census tracts. Social or formal political organizations are used as units of analysis at the organization level.
Ecological fallacy occurs when inferences about characteristics of individuals are drawn from groups to which specific individuals belong. If there exist high rates of suicide cases in a city with a high number of nonwhite residents, we cannot be sure that nonwhites commit suicide than the whites. Reductionism is a strict limitation on the variables and concepts that are considered when explaining the causes of various human behaviors relating to crimes and criminal justice. Reductionism usually advocates that a specific unit of analysis is more applicable than others. Economists prioritize economic factors; sociologists consider sociological characteristics, and psychologists give priority psychological variables when explaining human behaviors concerning criminal justice.
When approaching criminal justice research, researchers usually use different units of analysis. In most investigations, individuals are often the unit of analysis. Still, it is essential to note that to achieve a meaningful and realistic interpretation of human behaviors represented by criminal justice and crime, other units of analysis should be examined. Instead of memorizing units of analysis available, a researcher should strive to understand the logic of the unit of analysis. It is also crucial to comprehend the unit of analysis you will use in your research. As a researcher on crime and criminal justice, you should know if you are studying the police department or the police officer, assaults, or the victims of attacks.










