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Washington Dc Statehood
Washington DC is a federal district under the jurisdiction of the Congress. Attaining the stature of statehood would grant it independence in the control of local affairs and voting representation in the Congress. The leading supporters of the DC statehood are mostly organizations that led the voting rights and civil movement in the 1960s. Democrats support the changes as it would gain seats in the Senate while some Republicans are against the move as it would disadvantage them in political contests (McCartney, 2014). However, neither the Republicans nor the Democrats view the issue as a top priority. During the 2016 referendum, 86 percent of the Washington DC voters supported the proposal of making the district a state with the proposed name being “State of New Columbia”. The proposal was moved to the Congress for careful considerations of its authenticity but eventually failed to pass (Giaritelli, 2016). Subsequent legislation includes the bill that was introduced in February 2019, in which the Democratic leadership rallied behind a move to grant the District of Columbia statehood. Other proposals have been presented to grant the district a greater representation in the Congress and political independence (The Washington Post, 2019). It is apparent that the residents of Washington DC want it to be a state and it would only be right to give them justice.
Inadequate representation at the government level meant that the citizens of Washington DC were not equal to all the other citizens who had representatives at the government level. As Lopez (2016) puts it, making Washington DC a state would grant the region full representation in the congress and eliminate the need for congressional review of the local laws. Currently, the Congress interferes in all the laws of the region, more so those that do not fall under its jurisdiction in any other state or city. As Senator Thomas Carper presented a bill to the senate committee, he indicated that the people of Washington DC lack a voice in Congress despite the fact that they bear full responsibilities of funding the federal government and dealing with the consequences of the statutes that it formulates. They lack an opportunity to enjoy the protection and benefits of having a voting representation in the Congress. The situation fails to pass the test of equity and is non-consistent with the values of the United States as a country. In the same committee meeting, Wade Henderson regarded the unequal representation as a blatant violation of the most essential human rights that Americans have: the voting rights. Lacking the right to vote for leaders makes the residents of Washington DC unable to hold anyone accountable and all other rights appear illusory to them (Hughes, 2014). Presenting the Washington DC with statehood would allow it to have fully pledged delegates among other leaders bestowed by statehood and ensure they enjoy full representation in the country’s politics. 
Washington D.C is larger than some states and pay the most per capita in federal taxes. The region has more than 650,000 residents, a population which surpasses that of Wyoming or Vermont. Regardless, it is still a district while the other two are independent states. Wu (2019) suggests that the discrimination could be because of its ethnic composition where 46.4 percent of the population comprise of the Non-Hispanic Black people, 13. 4 percent is Hispanic or Latino people and 4.4 percent are Asians. The high per capita taxes that the Washington DC contributes nullify the claim that it is over-reliant on funding from the federal government. In 2013, 21 states relied more on federal funding than Washington DC (Lopez, 2016). Contributing the highest per capita taxes yet having no say in how the funds are being used appear to be a form of disenfranchisement to the residents of the Washington DC. It is the only region in the United States where residents bear their citizenship duties including selective service registration and taxation without sharing the full privileges and rights of being an American. Providing the region with statehood would be the only way to grant the residents full control on the usage of their funds and make them equal to other regions of the same size.
The size of the District of Columbia surpasses the ten square miles recommended by the constitution for a capital to the United States federal government. Through the Residence Act of 1791, President George Washington was able to choose an area that he designated as the Capital of the United States. The ten square miles were gotten from States of Virginia and Maryland. James Madison had put into writing that there should be complete control of the capital area hosting the federal government failure to which public order would decay and put it as a bad example to the country (Jefferson, 2018). While it made sense for the federal government to have complete authority over a 10 square mile region, the District of Columbia has expanded to more than 68.4 square miles. In spite of the expansion, it is still a federal district and lack the rights of an autonomous state. As a result the residents of the District of Columbia have been pushing for more rights and have made small but crucial steps. In 1963 during the approval of the 23rd amendment, the district was given three electoral votes in the Electoral College. In 1964, the voters in the district were able to vote for the presidency for the first time since 1800s (Bugh, 2016). It would be imperative to carve out the region that was the conventional District of Columbia and turn the rest to a new Sate.
There is widespread democracy deficit in Washington DC. Following the approval of the Homestead Act in 1862, the federal government allowed all citizens who had attained 21 years to stake claim on free land. Four million ranchers and farmers flooded in some of them the African Americans but mostly the Non-Hispanic whites. Most of the blacks streamed to the city of Washington as they sought protection by the government that had fought for their freedom. The paternalism that was there in the control of Washington is still evident as the Congress continue to dictate terms to the District of Columbia (Lawrence, 2019). Washington is a capital city like no other; a study in 2007 found that of the top ten capital cities in the world, none is closely controlled by its national administration as Washington. Again, all of the top ten capital cities have full and legitimate representation in their national political administrations (Wolman et al., 2007). The deficit in democracy is also apparent as the residents are taxed without representation in the government. Members of the district want to see their opinion count as was apparent in the 2016 polls where 8 out of 10 voted in favor of statehood. Sadly, the rest of the nation do not seem to support the statehood as was seen in a recent poll, which showed that 64 percent of the Americans are against the move. Perhaps they think it is still 1783 and the congress cannot rely on one state for protection or the Republicans fear the addition of two more Democratic senators (Lawrence, 2019). Regardless, times have changed and the congress ought to view the situation to the current perspective. Washington DC want to experience the democracy that is in other states; it is no longer a small district housing the capital of the federal government.
It is apparent that statehood would be the right move for Washington DC. Currently, the representation level in the Congress and in the Senate is inadequate; the residents of the district lack a voice in the two houses. The district’s population is more than some of the states including Wyoming and Vermont. It provides the federal government with the highest per capita taxes yet they lack a say on how their money is to be used. With them being under the federal government, the Congress interfere with all the rules made by the local government making changes that are not in the interest of the locals. It is also apparent that the region is barely reliant on federal funding with more than 21 states relying on more funding from the federal government than Washington DC. The region’s size has expanded to surpass the recommended size of a capital for the federal government; it is now 68.4 square miles while the recommended size is 10 square miles. Perhaps the government could carve out the District of Columbia and make the rest of the land a new state. Democracy is paramount to everyone in the United States including the residents of Washington DC. There ought to be a consensus that as the nation’s capital, the District of Columbia can do better when it is under its own administration rather than the tight control from the federal government. Making it a state would end the long struggle that the region has witnessed since the United States’ attainment of Independence.
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