WSC 2/ Summer 2021
Writing from Both Sides of the Brain
Online, synchronous via Zoom M/T/W/TH 10:45-1:10
Professor Patricia Navarra	
Office hours by appointment
email: Patricia.C.Navarra@hofstra.edu


Course Description 
“A man paints from his brain, not his hands.”  - Michelangelo
“The human brain is separated into two cerebral hemispheres, the left and the right brain, both of which execute different functions…”  Though one side of your brain is dominant, working from different sources and pre-writing activities can exercise both hemispheres so your writing can be both creative and logical. “The right hemisphere controls your body's left side, and vice versa.  When you use the left or logical side, you are being analytical, attentive, objective and rational. This is the part you use to process language, facts, science, math and strategies. The right side, however, is driven by feelings, beliefs, imagination and subjective thinking.  It is creative, impulsive, intuitive, thoughtful and processes visuals and multi-tasks.” – Anand Holla, The Times of India, June 18, 2012   
Konstantin Stanislavski’s (Moscow Art Theatre) worked with what he called “Affective Memory” (how an actor can recall experience and live onstage from the inside out ) parallels the work of Sigmund Freud (Austrian neurologist) in psychoanalysis, in which recalling experience can affect how one lives in the world now. Stanislavski and Freud each worked in a time (1890s-1920s) when scientific, political, philosophical and artistic ideas crossed domains.  It can be said we live in a time of similar convergence.    
Sanford Meisner (The Group Theatre) trained actors in repetition exercises (mid-20th Century) so actors could work from the outside in with the purpose of igniting instinct and impulse, transcending cognitive understanding (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jP1Nkr1kc5o); 75 years later, this technique is a measurable (scientific) way to help children with autism live fully in the moment, achieve focus and establish time and space orientation. (http://www.academia.edu/7285264/Applied_Theatre_for_Autism_Spectrum_Disorder.)
Michelangelo’s insight that one “…paints from his brain, not his hands,” like the Renaissance itself, prophesized the correlations we now make in Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math.  And so our course in Composition will explore ways to get to good writing through activities which call upon our logical and intuitive intelligence, reading across the disciplines of natural science, the social sciences, and the humanities, and learning how to write within them. Bibliography includes: edge.org; Carl Jung’s dream work in Man and His Symbols; Josh Foer’s Moonwalking with Einstein, Kim Addonizo’s Ordinary Genius; David Jauss’s Words Overflown by Stars; and Natalie Goldberg’s Wild Mind.

Course objectives
This is a workshop course in writing.  Student achievement will be measured by the development of four essays in workshop and conference; oral presentation; and in-class writing and discussion. 
This course exposes students to the following student learning goals/objectives: 
1.	The ability to write an effective argument.
2.	The ability to critically interpret written work in discipline-specific contexts. 
3.	Close reading and explication of literary texts .
4.	The ability to construct well-reasoned solutions or conclusions; test and defend conclusions against relevant criteria and standards. 
5.	Summarizing, quoting and responding to reliable texts to support and develop claims.
6.	Applying revising, editing, and proofreading strategies.
7.	Strengthen students’ abilities to express ideas and opinions in oral presentation.
8.	Collaborate within small learning communities. 

Texts
None to buy. Texts for regular reading assignments are posted as independent links (on this syllabus) or references to the library database on BlackBoard. There are also links for your paper assignments, which will be posted on Blackboard. Plan ahead: printers fail, time runs out.  Make sure you have enough printer points and print ahead of time. Best suggestion: take some time out now and print the articles. (It is very difficult to compose, and especially cite sources, on the same machine on which you are reading.) Note that on many days there are TWO articles to read.   
Notebooks and/or tablets for note taking (I personally recommend handwriting notes from lectures, guest speakers, and readings in order to help you commit them to memory.) Every class will have a writing activity; these cannot be made up. 
Required Technology: Stable internet; a computer with a working camera; Zoom and BlackBoard access for viewing/reading/watching items and taking quizzes, assignment upload, and daily checking of email         
Style reference: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
Check list of 50 Writing Tools: http://www.poynter.org/how-tos/writing/76067/fifty-writing-tools-quick-list/
Free podcast, Clark’s Writing Tools:  https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/roys-writing-tools/id380130686?mt=10 


Readings
      Note-taking is highly recommended. Material from the readings will be explored in occasional quizzes, and your comprehension and application will be tested via Discussion Board responses. Further, your research papers should indicate deep familiarity with close reading, collaborative writing, and academic inquiry as it pertains to your chosen research question. Each week’s reading will be posted ​on the syllabus and/or BlackBoard.  

     Quizzes will help you engage critically with the articles you have read and concepts you have learned. This assessment tool is designed to accompany learning objectives: 2,3,4,5 

Blackboard Discussion Board
     You will write several responses on ​the BlackBoard Discussion Board​ during the semester. Critical thinking is inseparable from broad discussion and inquiry. Therefore, you are expected to devote considerable time and energy to public writing for this class, which also requires attention to grammar, spelling, formatting. Responses will be due as posted. This assessment tool is designed to accompany learning objectives: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8. 
Grading
Viewing grades: you can view your grades in the “Grades” tab on the course BlackBoard page. 
Your final grade will be calculated on a scale of the 100 points you can earn over the semester. Note that final grades are not averaged, but rather the sum of points earned over the semester. Many classes begin with a 5-10-minute writing exercise; these cannot be made up.  
The grade on your first draft (up to 20 points) is the final grade for that draft. All paper assignments require two drafts; the second draft will be graded as part of your final portfolio. 
The three essays should be 3-4 pages each, double-spaced. Late papers will not be accepted; however, reasonable extensions may be given if an email is written the day before the due date. Even if we discuss the extension, please send an email so there is a written confirmation of the due date. Each student has one pass to ask for an extension. If a paper is handed in late without permission of an extension, the paper will lose one half of a grade every class day it is late (for example, B to a B-). If you are absent on the day your paper is due, you are responsible for posting it on Blackboard (Turnitin) that day. If you experience extended illness or other setback, please contact advisement and ask them to contact me. All papers must be submitted on TurnItIn, where they are time-stamped and where I can offer you feedback. Email submissions cannot be accepted, except if you are offering a draft for workshop.  Plan ahead.
As you will see in the class schedule, all discussions and activities are centered on the particular rhetorical mode, and paper, of that unit. Here is how your grading breaks down:T
1. Three papers: 20 points each.
2. Final Portfolio: worth 20/100 points, this will contain your three revisions, introduced by a Cover Letter in which you will review the eight course learning objectives (stated above) and reflect on your achievement in each. We will discuss this in class. (10%)
3. A Group Research Project/Oral Presentation/Annotated Bibliography (10%) 

Hofstra Policies: https://www.hofstra.edu/provost/course-syllabi-information.html

Class Policies
Rules about respect: Attendance and class participation are expected. Please do not leave class while discussion is going on. An emergency in which you must leave for a specific reason is, of course, not a problem. However, that is not the same as planning on using the bathroom during every class. 
Punctuality and Presence are essential. If a student is consistently late to a Zoom class, it is both disruptive to the class and the professor (the professor has to give the student permission to enter the class). If a student logs out in the middle of class, we can hear them. If a student checks out without logging out, their name will still be posted when called upon in class and in breakout rooms. Attendance is taken every class at various times. Repeated lateness or skipping out will be a cause for academic concern. 

Web Cameras: Students are advised to have needed technology in place in advance, including devices capable of creating google docs, having access to blackboard, and utilizing a camera, a microphone, and Zoom. For pedagogical, academic honesty, and security reasons, the instructor will require students to have their web cameras turned on during synchronous, online class meetings. In the event a student has a compelling reason they are unable to adhere to this requirement, the student should discuss this with the instructor prior to the scheduled class to coordinate an alternate approach.
Email: Our work schedules may not be the same. You are welcome to send emails when you wish; you can usually expect a reply in a day or two, always M-F, before 5:00PM.  
Taking Responsibility for How Well You Do: Courses are planned to give you plenty of opportunity to do well. If you do not do well on one assignment, try to do well on the next. Your achievement (that is, your overall improvement over the course of the whole semester) will be assessed when final grades are assigned. Focus on the required assignments for the course; do not fantasize about extra credit.
No phones, no extraneous screens. Our class meetings support your course work. Nothing is more important. Phones and other screens will result in a marked absence for that meeting.
Attendance: You are allowed one absence; use it wisely. Classwork, group work, and quizzes cannot be made up. Two or more absences will have a deleterious effect on your grade; three absences may be cause for failure. Scheduled conferences count as two classes; they cannot be rescheduled. 

Check your Hofstra email daily. You are responsible to check for email updates and Blackboard postings every day. Our class meeting is the time we discuss and workshop the work you are doing all week. 

Save everything.  I cannot stress this point enough.  Losing work due to computer malfunction or not having it available for class will be your responsibility. HTTPS://WWW.HOFSTRA.EDU/PRTION.HTMLHHLABI 
Class Schedule
Please note this schedule is tentative and subject to revision.   

W 6/30: Unit 1, Summary and Response: Writing in the Natural Sciences
Introductions, in-class writing and discussion regarding Paper 1 and how to offer a paper for workshop/extra credit; exercise: The Stroop Effect http://www.math.unt.edu/~tam/SelfTests/StroopEffects.html
Here is the Paper 1 assignment:
Reading: https://www.edge.org/conversation/philip_goff-a-post-galilean-paradigm. 
[bookmark: _Hlk62047600]Note there is also a recorded reading of this essay on the link. Write a three-page response to the ideas in this essay. Based on what you read, what are the evidences and connections offered between thought and consciousness?  Strong suggestions: make notes by hand while you read/listen. Print the article and annotate (take marginal notes by hand). As you compose a first draft, keep the annotated article near you, and explore the implications, consequences, or questions you think might be inherent in Goff’s research (the “so what” question.) Include two brief citations per page, double-spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman or other reasonable font. Writing in the first person is encouraged. Outside sources will not be accepted. Due Monday, July 5, at 11:59PM.  Plan ahead to upload the paper before the deadline, as the portal closes exactly at 11:59. Late papers will be accepted, but with penalty.  
[bookmark: _Hlk503007183]Th 7/1: Readings due: http://aeon.co/magazine/science/science-is-becoming-a-cult-of-hi-tech-instruments/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/12/limits-of-science/547649/  
M 7/5 University Closed:  Happy 4th!
T 7/6:  Paper 1/draft one due; workshop (I will accept two papers for workshop if you submit on email by 5:00PM on Monday. Extra credit (3 points) available for papers accepted for workshop. I will try to alternate this opportunity as much as possible. Kindly note this is the only circumstance under which I can accept email submissions. Discussion: Paper 2.
 
W 7/6: Unit 2, Analysis: Writing in the Social Sciences
Readings due: : http://aeon.co/magazine/being-human/how-consciousness-works/

Th 7/8: Readings due: http://nautil.us/issue/9/time/the-pleasure-and-pain-of-speed ; 
 https://www.chronicle.com/article/Speed-Kills/149401/
M 7/12: Paper 2/draft 1 due Sunday at 11:59PM; workshop; discussion: Paper 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]
T 7/13: Unit 3, The Academic Argument: Writing in the Humanities  
Readings due: http://theamericanscholar.org/is-there-a-word-for-that/#.UuVtfPQo7md; 
W 7/14: to view before class: https://player.vimeo.com/video/160292847; Poetry, TBA 
[bookmark: _Hlk62553547]Th 7/15: to do before class: virtual visit to the Hofstra Museum (on Bb); emphasis on structural analysis and close reading; discussion, the Proficiency Exam 
[bookmark: _Hlk62050615]M 7/19: Paper 3, draft one due; workshop  

T 7/20: Unit 4, Research and the Annotated Bibliography
Discussion: Group Presentation and Annotated Bibliography 
W7/21: Research workshop 
Th 7/22: Group work 
M 7/26: Cover letter and Revision workshop
T 7/27: Group Presentations
W 7/28: Group Presentations; Cover Letter and Portfolio due 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
