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Overview and Purpose
Before we can write about an issue and contribute to a conversation, we must have a good grasp of the existing conversation surrounding an issue. We do this through research and reading multiple perspectives on a single issue. This allows us to more accurately see the complexity of the situation. It also allows us to arrive at our own well-supported positions. In order to move from research to our own fully-supported positions, we must do considerable work synthesizing information. Synthesizing information requires you to understand the thesis and main points of your sources, as well as how they relate to each other. To aid this synthesis process, you will be required to complete a Synthesis Grid (see next Canvas for template). 
Audience 
Your audience is yourself as well as me, your instructor. 
Requirements 
· Using the provided template, you will document five total sources. These sources may be from your own research or from the article bank provided on Canvas. 
· At least one of these sources should be scholarly and longer than five pages. 
· Your five sources should represent a total of three stakeholders at the very least.  
· In order to best prepare for A4, work on finding sources that address a range of the sub-questions around your specific problem and question, including the following: 
· What is the problem? 
· Why is this problem urgent and one that needs to be solved? 
· How could this problem be solved? Who can solve this problem? 
· What objections might other people involved in the problem have to your solution? How might you respond to these objections? 

· In addition to the grid itself, you will need to include a properly formatted Works Cited page which reflects the four sources you record on your grid. We will go over these requirements in class. 
Format & Submission
· For this assignment, your writing should be placed in the Synthesis Grid template and should include a Works Cited page at the end, which reflects your four sources. 


