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The American Dream
Context Analysis
The topic of the American dream has been lingering in the minds of the American population because it seems to be the hallmark of life accomplishments. James Adams is the historian that developed the phrase in light with the developments coming from the Great depression.  The American dream parameters are unclear because there is a mixture of political, social, and economic factors that drive it. However, the economic factor is the most significant because the dream is directly tied to the income level of an individual and the amount of wealth that he or she possesses. Four articles depict the concept's breadth, and some points converge on the same conclusion. Directly, the findings state that the American dream is slowly fading in different ways. Some articles have statistics to prove the point, while others just give commentary on the topic. While each of the sources seems to elaborate on a particular aspect of the topic, the American dream, each of them adds to the point of the other and helps dissect the topic from different angles. 
Convergent Synthesis
David Leonhardt's   'The American Dream, Quantified at Last' is the primary source because it explicitly explains the American dream topic before showing statistics to prove the point the American dream is slowly fading. His work specializes in the economic aspect of the topic, and census and tax statistics help in the deliberation of the point that it has become harder for people born after 1980 to achieve the American dream. 'Can There Be a Less Materialist American Dream?' It is an article compiled by Rebecca Rosen for The Atlantic newspaper after she interviewed with Juliet Schor, a sociology professor at Boston College. The central claim of the paper is the American dream is dying because people are shifting from the social consumption patterns that helped to continually revive the American dream. This point has been lightly highlighted in David's source when he uses intergenerational tax returns to prove the same thesis statement. A New York Times article titled 'Student Debt and the Crushing of the American Dream' written by Joseph Stiglitz focuses on the burden that student loans have to employed and unemployed Americans. The figures used to explain the thesis are accurate. Robert Putin's article titled 'Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis' emphasizes the perspective of economic classes highlighting the difference in achievement levels of the American dream. This article adds to the points mentioned by David Leonhardt and Rebecca Rosen in their articles about class opportunity differences and consumption patterns within economic and cultural classes. 
Divergent Synthesis
All the articles seem to highlight the point that the American dream is fading, and its value is degenerating among future generations. Only David's article qualifies this thesis by placing the monetary value on people's efforts and wealth. David highlights that dream is purely materialistic, and he compares success across generations by contrasting the wealth of children against their parents. Rebecca's article differs from this concept because the main claims are that people are shifting from the materialistic point of view, and they want to raise their children differently based on morals and virtues. Putin's article also elaborates on David's points by showcasing the inequality in economic classes that hinder the success of the children. There is the underlying notion that most people stay in the societies and environments in which they were born; thus, the chances of attaining the dream are slim if the older society members did not accomplish it. While these different points of view are essential in the analysis. A critical dissection reveals loopholes in the whole topic and calls for more research to sum the conclusions.
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