Choose exactly four of the following questions, and answer each chosen item with a paragraph that addresses the question directly and explains the subject meaningfully.  Keep in mind that when you mention any term or concept that is not common knowledge, you must explain what it means. Avoid using too many complicated words, plagiarism would be checked.
 
 
Questions:

1.  The 1973 Supreme Court ruling Roe v. Wade, which required states to permit abortion, drew upon a doctrine that the Court had crafted in a 1965 ruling.  What was the 1965 ruling, what was the doctrine that the Court crafted, and on what logical basis, with what clauses in the Constitution, did the Supreme Court craft this doctrine?
 
 
2.  In writing the majority opinion in the gay marriage case of Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), Justice Anthony Kennedy expressed awareness that the ruling represented a change from long-standing tradition and an interpretation of a clause in the Constitution that the clause’s own authors could not have imagined.  What was the precise constitutional question in the case, what was the Court’s resolution of that constitutional question, and how, in his written opinion, did Justice Kennedy respond to the likely objections mentioned above?
 

3.  What basic rules would you have to follow if you wanted to design a public opinion poll to find out what percentage of Americans think there should be a government-run universal health care system?
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4.  What components of the presidential election system are provided by the Constitution?  Explain precisely what the Constitution provides (without quoting directly from the document), including what happens if no candidate for president or vice president receives an actual majority of electoral votes.
 
 
5.  What practical effect did the 2010 Supreme Court ruling Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission have on campaign finance laws?  Which of the two major political parties was furious at the ruling, and why?

 
6.  On the subject of income inequality and social welfare policy, what is the basic difference between the views of the Republican and the Democratic parties, and what do the two parties accuse each other of in relation to this theme?
 
 
7.  What is the main way that the federal government can regulate the influence of money in affecting elections, and what is the main way that the federal government can regulate the actions of lobbyists in Washington?

