[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose exactly four of the following seven questions, and answer each chosen item with a paragraph that addresses the question directly and explains the subject meaningfully.  Keep in mind that when you mention any term or concept that is not common knowledge, you must explain what it means. Avoid using too many complicated words, plagiarism would be checked.
.


1.  The Fourteenth Amendment was passed in 1868 with the formerly enslaved southern African American population in mind, but its use by the federal courts has gone far beyond racial equality.  Give an example of a case (you don’t need the name or the date, but you do need to identify it by description) that was not about race or racial equality, where the Supreme Court applied the Fourteenth Amendment.  Please read the following words carefully: Coming up with an example is the easy part.  In your answer, you must be very specific about what clause of the Fourteenth Amendment was involved and exactly how the Court ruled that a state was violating it.  You must explain the constitutional question and the reasoning by which the Court answered it.
 
 
2.  Summarize the role that political parties play in the structure and operations of Congress, including their effect on congressional committees.  Then, explain the party situation in each chamber of Congress resulting from the most recent elections.  Be very specific about the Senate, including the reason why neither party can be said to truly control the Senate under the present circumstances. 
 
 
3.  Besides impeachment (and please be clear, this question is NOT about impeachment), there is another constitutional way that the president can be removed from office against the president’s own will.  What is that procedure, and exactly what is the sequence involved?  (Your answer does not have to include time frames, but it does have to be very specific about who does what.)
 
 
4.  The State Department and the National Security Council both deal with foreign policy, but in different ways.  What is the difference between the two agencies?  (This question can best be answered by explaining what category each of those agencies is part of, and the difference between the two categories.  However, you should also say a few specific words about the State Department.)
 
 
5.  When the country is in a recession, which political party is more likely to want the federal government to undertake a massive program of spending on construction and infrastructure-building projects to pump money into the economy and create jobs, and what specific economic theory is such action consistent with?  Your answer should identify that economic theory by name and also explain it further.
 
 
6.  One of the original features of the Affordable Care Act, more commonly known as Obamacare, was a requirement that most Americans carry health insurance, a provision known as the personal mandate.  Explain the specific reason for that provision, including why some believed that the whole Obamacare system would collapse if the personal mandate was repealed.
 
 
7.  When it comes to opening diplomatic relations with a country, and when it comes to making war against a country, the president has a fair amount of power, but there are also ways that Congress can limit that power.  Explain, in very specific terms, the relationship between presidential and congressional power in both the opening of diplomatic relations and the waging of war.  (NOTE:  This question is not about how treaties are made.)
