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Question 1: What possible ramifications might technology, the judicial system, and the electoral process have on the future of federalism?
The US is experiencing an explosive change in information and communication technologies which have had a massive influence on how people exchange information. The use of modern tools of communication such as emails and teleconferences will improve the efficiency of the US federalism due to information centralization and quick means of communication. On the other hand, the use of social media can create virtual communities unbounded by territories which can erode the foundations of the American people and the federal system. The American Electoral college system currently used in electing a president has become a bone of contention in some corners of the country in favor of a system based on a national full popular vote. A considerable minority and detractors of the constitutional order are pushing for a change so that the direct vote of the American people can count when electing the president. Such changes in the Electoral College would create instability in the electoral system and disrupting the balance of power between the states and the federal government. The Supreme Court decisions heavily contribute to the fragmented nature of federalism in the US by protecting state sovereignty from governmental intrusion. The judicial system has also had an immense influence on state laws by endorsing broad federal preemptions in the country's legal process which puts federalism in limbo. The courts' involvement interests in policing the division of state and federal power have led to the limitation of the federal government's power over matters designated for the national government. This limitation could worsen fragmentation of the federal governments influenced by populists and separationist politicians. The imposition of national priorities on federal states through legislation and a significant shift of power towards national power further spurred fragmentation in federalism in the US.
Question 2: Compare and contrast devolution, diffusion, and preemption.
Devolution is the process in which power is allocated to lower state authorities to govern, make localized policies for the regions. It entails transferring power or authority for a range of essential functions to regional authorities with substantial rights of autonomous. In the US, various changes have taken place to move public housing in the country. Devolution is aimed at increasing opportunities and reduce social isolation. Devolution has transformed the livelihoods of the people whereby, decision making was devolved to local government leading to higher efficiency and control in the implementation of national policies.
On the other hand, Diffusion is the process through which the impending changes are communicated to the relevant authorities to influence one state’s policy or legal activity on others. In the US, specific laws are promulgated at each level of government including local, state and federal levels where the ease of passing the legislation is depended on the level of government. It facilitates uniformity in policy formulation with the federal government to maintain sovereignty. On the other hand, Preemption is when a law of a higher level of government invalidates the act of a lower level of government.
Immigration federalism has become a central political issue in the US. Legislators at both levels of government are always engaged in a rancorous debate over the priority of immigration federalism. This issue has led to numerous confrontations between the political branches of governments in the country. The higher level policy makers nullify inconsistent policies from lower levels offices. Several courts in the US have been involved in numerous litigations regarding the legality of immigration where some systems were nullified and reaching conflicting conclusions. 
Post 1
As society grows, changes in policy become inevitable to cope with the changing times even in federalism governments. There are external factors that affect the global systems such as technology advancements which has massive impacts on numerous sectors of the economy. For example, the growth of social media platforms has facilitated faster means of sharing information hence the need for change in federal and state policies to keep up with the situation. The quick access to information means that the public is well aware of government activities. The judicial system is involved in designing the legal framework to guide the operations of a country. However, the adoption of some policies may not uniform in the country as a whole leading to ambiguity. The electoral system has become infiltrated with money and many voters skeptical of political outcomes. However, the availability of representatives in all campaign platforms gives the electorates confidence that their needs will be accessed.
Post 2
The internet has a significant influence on the people's choices and ability to share information within the press of a button. The speed and precision of the internet and social media creates a platform for campaigns to capture the attention of undecided voters to convince them to cast their vote in a particular manner. Social media has become a primary source of information for many people and a marketing platform to reach out to people efficiently. Other the other hand, judicial systems play a crucial role in interpreting the law during its evolution to the future. In the US, there is a shift of power from the Federal government to state governments due to populist politics advocating for capitalism leading to less government regulation. Such trends are bound to reduce minority's participation in the electoral process leading to more conservative control which has a less powerful federal government. The electoral process has also been subject to foreign interference to ensure the desired candidates win.
