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History Course Work
Student’s Name
Institution 

1. Historians often consider France's Louis XIV the quintessential absolutist monarch. Would you agree with their statement? If so, what do you consider the most important absolutist characteristic of his regime? 
First, it is important to understand that in France absolutism was a form of government structure in which unlimited power was held by the King alone. Based on this definition, I would agree with the statement that Louis XIV was a quintessential absolutist monarch. The absolutist characteristics of his regime can be viewed in the context of his motto “One King, One Law, One Faith (Klaits, 2015).” With this motto, he justified the concept of absolutism through a divine right. A divine right suggests that a ruler and his bloodline are the only chosen people who are divinely given complete authority to rule.
Another thing that makes me agree with historians is that Louis XIV was his own minister and he would make the final decision since he believed that he was the state. This is obvious in his most famous quote that says “L’etat c’est moi” which in English means “I am the State (Klaits, 2015).” 
2. In England, the late seventeenth century saw the rise of constitutionalism. These events inspired what historians call the "Whig school" of historiography, which claims that history is the story of the evolution of political rights. How well do the events of the late seventeenth century bear this theory out? Are we seeing an evolution of rights in England or is this more of a revolution? 
Constitutionalism is a concept that called upon the checking of the monarch by constitutional agreements. In other words, England created some common laws that limited the powers of the monarch. Historians claim that history is the story of the evolution of political rights since judges used to sit around and evaluated the issue at hand and made their decisions on precedent of what had happened before. In other words, decisions were made based on common laws that were common to everyone instead of using arbitrary laws that were used in absolutist states. This set a hallmark of the theory of constitutionalism. It is easy to see an evolution of rights in England, for example, when King John tried to tax people without the consent from the nobility and the church that were the two groups that held the most power in the Middle Ages. Because of such an act, King John was forced to sign a document (Magna Carta) that was in form of a contract that required the King to recognize and respect the rights of the people. Therefore, the essence of seeking consent to do anything from the people was a clear indication of an evolution of rights in England. 
3. Choose one of the major philosophes discussed in our textbook (Montesquieu, Voltaire, Diderot, or Rousseau). Discuss their beliefs, particularly about government and religion. What form(s) of government would your chosen philosophe believe was best? Why? What religion(s) did your philosophe support? Why?
Voltaire was a French philosopher who was famous for his enlightenment and attacks on the established Catholic Church. He is also famous for his advocacy on freedom of religion, expression, and separation of the church and state. 
Voltaire Beliefs
Voltaire believed in legal equality rather on social equality. Many were the times when he tried to advocate for the merits of reason and tolerance as he believed that the world would be a better place if all men behaved rationally. The main focus of this believe was peace, how people should obtain and propagate it. According to him, the key to obtaining international peace would stem from the sole relationship between individuals and the state something that also led to his belief on peace and love between religions. 
Voltaire lived in a period of enlightenment when the church and the state were separating. At one point he thought that many people had perished because of the differences that were existing between different religions a thought that led to his believe that to end such conflicts, both religions and states were supposed to live in peace and love. 
What form(s) of government would your chosen philosophe believe was best? Why?
Voltaire seemed to believe in absolutism since he was looking upon the enlightenment of a sovereign monarchy that he believed would lender a direct means for achieving state improvement. This is even true in his definition of the ideal leader he referred to as le’gislateur de gout (Israel, 2013). The reason why Voltaire believed that an absolutist monarch was the best form of government was because he believed it would protect the natural rights of the people by stressing on the duties of a monarchy and the governing few to fulfilling the obligations of the people. 
What religion(s) did your philosophe support? Why?
Voltaire supported a natural religion also known as deism because it fitted well with his personal ideas and that other religions were the main cause of inhuman crimes (Keohan, 2017). Another reason for supporting deism was because he believed that deism was a religion of civilization, a religion that taught people about love for one another and respecting God. It is also important to note here that for this reason, Voltaire felt that Deism was the only religion that supported enlightenment hence becoming his favorable religion of choice. 
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