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As I read the article by Nikole Hanna-jones and read her interview transcript with ‘This American Life’ podcast, I couldn’t help but get a deep sense of grief on the plight of the non-white economically disadvantaged Americans. Throughout the article and podcast transcript, I got a clear picture of the historical unfairness meted on black Americans. From ages ago, blacks were predominantly poor and were mostly casual laborers while the white people had all the right jobs and all the wealth. Nikole Hanna-jones, the author of the article "Choosing A School for My Daughter in A Segregated City," recalls how her childhood was. She grew up in a segregated community and living with her relatives, who never amounted to anything in life other than being casual laborers and working in factories. Both the article and podcast transcript also brought to my knowledge about the current racial disparity Americans live in. 
From Nikole’s views and opinions, I deduced that racial disparity is still rampant in our society, even though not many people talk about it as they view racism and segregation as part of our ancient history.  School segregation is a common theme in both the article and podcast transcript. Nikole makes us aware of the deeply entrenched disparity in our public schools. Nikole talks about how the poorly performing schools mostly consist of black and brown children. These schools lack proper funding, have the least qualified teachers, have the most inferior course offering, and do not have the amenities and facilities found in the predominantly white schools.
It is noteworthy that Nikole grew up in a racially segregated place, Waterloo, Iowa. She was a beneficiary of the desegregation program. In this program, children from poor black families were transferred to white schools to boost schools' plan of integration. Perhaps this is a critical factor that shaped the adult Nikole turned out to be and the opinions she formed on modern school segregation. 
From the article, "Choosing a school for my daughter in a segregated city," Nicole expresses the thought that her life might have taken a different trajectory had she not been enrolled in a desegregated school. She expresses the opinion that her life would not have turned out the way it did had her parents not taken her to a predominantly white school. She goes further to tell the readers how moving to the desegregated school helped her imagine possibilities and see herself being better than the folks in her community. 
Nikole’s husband, Faraji, was also a beneficiary of school desegregation. He was from a military home and had the privilege of attending public schools that served army officers' children.  Nikole refers to a particular landmark court ruling, the Brown v. Board. This ruling was significant in that it abolished laws that dictated that black and white children attend different schools. As much as the Brown v. Board ruling was made decades ago, American citizens still practice segregation. Nikole further brings to light how school segregation was carried on even after it was abolished. She quotes Kenneth Clark, the first black person to hold a doctorate in psychology. Kenneth called out New York's state for placing students in schools based on their race and building schools deep in segregated areas to carry on segregation.
Nikole finds the idea of placing her child in an integrated public school appalling.  In as much as she acknowledges that she and her husband benefited from the integrated schools, she makes us aware that the idea of integration is a mere mirage as these schools serve majorly white students with just a small cluster of black and Latino students placed in them to paint a picture of "diversity." 
In the article, "Choosing a school for my daughter in a segregated city," Nikole goes an extra mile to bring to the readers just how the black child education is faced with many uncertainties and challenges. She visits a town called Normandy that is made up primarily of poor black people whose education prospects are inferior. Here, Nikole sees firsthand how low education in black schools is. In the podcast transcript, Nikole tells how she visits local integrated schools to have a firsthand experience of how they operate. She is pleasantly surprised to find children doing things that she wouldn't expect in a predominantly black school. From these acts of visiting black schools, I couldn't help but feel that the rhetoric that all black people are disadvantaged was not entirely true and that the community's economic status had an effect on the quality of education in public schools.
 Nikole further gives a chronological timeline of how several states tried to establish school desegregation. Such efforts were met with opposition from white parents, especially those bordering black communities. From this passage, I couldn't help but feel that racial segregation in schools was just the tip of the iceberg, racism in America. Segregation was found in many American life areas, from segregated lunch counters, parks, and even buses. It was therefore imminent that this racial segregation would find its way into the public schools.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In both articles, Nikole stresses several occasions that black students who did not get integrated into white schools were on a trajectory of failure in life. This opinion, to me, felt like a manifestation of an inferiority complex. It is with no doubt that black schools are poorly equipped compared to the white ones, but this, to me, wasn't an excuse for failure in black schools. I thought some other factory might be in play here, for instance, drugs, violence, poverty, among others.
From the podcast transcript, I got the impression that the white parents are opposed to school integration because they associate the black community with violence, robbery, drugs, and substance abuse. It was evident from the podcast transcript, the problem we all live in, that Americans still have the mentality of racial segregation deep in their minds. However, they never talk about it openly for fear of being branded racist.
As I read these articles, I couldn't help but think back to the old days when  yellow buses ferried black children to white schools in a bid to desegregate public schools. I also thought back to the days when black and white people didn't share any shared amenities. These articles also got me thinking about what would be different in our society if racial segregation wasn't a thing in our country. The class and economic disparity that exists today would not be so massive as it is.
As I drew to the end of the articles, I found myself pondering the relevance of past attempts at school integration court rulings and laws today. Past court rulings were made based on moral grounds. Today school segregation is more rampant, but it is not fueled much by racism. Today, parents may opt to take their children to segregated schools due to economic factors, accessibility, and convenience.
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