1st 
In this week’s reading I had the chance to read more about what American Indians had to endure in the past. Through my educational years I never really learned about American Indian history and overall, it just comes to show how this should be taught in history classes in middle school or high school. American Indian history is, in my opinion, very looked over. When in reality it’s very important because it shows how unfairly Americans treated Indians at the time. So many broken promises and the way they came about controlling the Indians was absolutely unfair because they were the first ones on the soil, and what Americans did was basically kicked them out of their own land. After reading the two articles my initial reaction to it all was very disappointing. Knowing how poorly they were treated, mainly because the gold rush and people wanting wealth. On a side note, I’d just want to say how unjust America is/was because people know that if some other nation were to do this to the United States world wars would start but on the other hand the history of the United States was founded on that exact same thing. It’s just very corrupt in my opinion. A key term that that I feel is most applicable to this week’s module would be colonization. Colonization is the ongoing process of control in which a power dominated a surround land. My thoughts about this week’s video were very insightful, I did not know that Tribal governments were recognized governments. As stated in the video, “Sovereignty is the internationally recognized powers of a nation to govern itself.” I believe it’s important to get familiar with this history early on in the course because it talks about the many treaties there were between the two and I feel that this would be something good to reference in the future modules. Learning history now is a good foundation to learn about how history has evolved and how it has impacted where society is at in present time.

2nd
1. After reading the articles I was surprised how little power the American Indians had. Their rights and interests were not enforced by the U.S. government. I was disheartened by the many policy restrictions placed on the American Indians. I was truly saddened how the American Indians were treated so poorly even though they were the ones who lost their home and territory. Society disregarded them as human begins. I hope that American Indians can take back their power and benefit their life in society.
2. I have some form of prior knowledge when it comes to the relationship between the US government and American Indians. I would limit my knowledge to the Trail of Tears, where Andrew Jackson placed the removal policy forcing the Cherokee to give up their land and marched to Oklahoma. I believe the Cherokee called this journey the “Trail of Tears” because they faced exhaustion, hunger, and disease. More than half of the Cherokee died. I was already aware that the American Indians were treated poorly and abused, but I didn’t know the broken promises of treaties dealt by the US government.
3. “Colonization” comes to mind when reading these articles. The US government is the monetary powerhouses, have successfully reduced American Indian’s land and resources. Decolonization also comes to mind because of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934. This act objective was to “strengthen the tribal government and restore the common land.” The US government have completely disregarded any consideration that was held by the previous founder (American Indians). They have taken complete control over the American Indians’ culture, land, and their rights.
4. After watching the video, I was surprised to learn that the American Indian have their own governance and worked alongside with the US. According to the video, sovereignty is defined as the power of a state to govern itself or another state. However, I believe the US overlooks the relationship and acts as if American Indian don’t have the ability to govern themselves.
5. I believe that society should recognize the treaty history and sovereignty because it will help our understanding of the American Indians. Not only they were treated unfairly, they lost all their rights, culture, and land. In addition, it is important to have background information on the history of the US. Understanding the background information will allow us to dig deeper into a historical text and explore more information throughout this course.
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