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Novel- “Tamarind Mem” by Anita Rau Badami
PART ONE:
Answer each question in one to three sentences.	
1) Why doesn’t Saroja care to get married?
Her marriage was loveless in her living and also she had also the spirit on high of becoming a doctor.
She lost consistency with her friends and even distanced herself from people who happened to come I her life.

2) Why does Saroja’s father stop caring about what caste or background her future husband has? What does Saroja do to cause this?
Saroja’s faced a very hard Life in her lifetime which was so unbearable for her.
Saroja's father had to give Saroja a sharp tongue so that she is dealing with all her frustrations and anger as a weapon against anything or anyone that might come in her way and annoy her.
3) What kind of husband is Vishwa Moorthy?
Vishwa showed love to his children (the daughters) and he was always gentle to them as well whenever he was present.
Out of the four weeks of working, he only took three weeks to rest and see his family. He used to work 3weeks out of four weeks and so whenever he was near his daughters, he was so friendly to them and willing to show some love to his daughters.
Vishwa is skilled since he is an engineer and works with the Indian railways and is also passionate about his work since he spends more of his time on work compared to the time he has with his family.
He is the quiet type of man who seems to be of short words. He has no say in his own house not even able to control his wife.

4) Is there racism in the novel? Explain.
Yes, there is racisms since it's seen where Kamini is referred to as a caste child and even justifying that black is not beautiful in their society and so it will be a sign of laying down the destiny of the child because of the color.

5) Kamini and Saroja have very different clothing choices as young people. Explain.
Kamini having traveled and explored, seems to be a young woman being so much excited to live in Canada and so the Modernization cultures and the traditional cultures are not matching.
 Education also made Kamini explore so much and learn so much about life.
Saroja is surrounded by traditional beliefs and cultures.
 She doesn't even have the education that might have made her explore as a youth. She is so much surrounded by her parents and society that in every angle she takes in life, a lot of caution is needed not to go against the traditional culture.
Hence the traditional and modernization culture and beliefs cannot even rhyme.

6) Why does Saroja call Vishwa “Dadda” even when it is just the two of them?

Saroja's belief in marriage was now intact and was she was not locked up in the different rooms here and there like Dadda used to.
She was now not hitting her nose inside the closed rooms that she used to be locked up in.

7) Now that you have heard the story from her side, explain why Saroja is so upset by Paul’s death.
Saroja had a lot of freedom from Paul where she was shown a lot of affection, nevertheless broke even the values that she wasn’t supposed to break. She was so happy whenever she and Paul were together or around each other.
Criticism in the surrounding environment had to be endured since there was a relationship between her and Paul was seen closely.


8) Explain why Kamini is so upset when Saroja begins selling the furniture after Dadda’s passing.
This situation causes Kamini and Saroja to force themselves into confronting their dreams into the past and also confront their dreams. Their losses are also confronted in the exploration of the love between a daughter and a mother.

9) Does Saroja encourage her daughters to become educated? Explain.
-Yes.
-She had a lost dream of becoming a doctor. She is larger than life.
-She sells her households journey across India by train. She wants to see the country on her terms and also according to her schedule.

10) What tactics do Kamini and Roopa use to get their mother to come live with them?
Roopa and Kamini take the route of understanding the relationship between their parents and come up with a solution to end the conflicts which are not yet solved with their mother.
11) The name of the road Saroja lives on (when she is older) keeps changing. Why
- Flashbacks are used in most instances in the novel.


PART TWO:
1) In one paragraph, explain why Saroja refuses to move in with her daughters in Canada and the States. (5 marks)
Saroja planned to take a journey on the railway that was referred to as indefinite so that she can explore all the railway areas that her engineer husband was unable to take her because of the fear of going against the traditional culture and belief of the society. It was said that the woman was only supposed to stay in the household doing house chores like cooking, washing, and taking care of the children and the homestead at large. Therefore, Saroja didn't have time to explore. Nevertheless, her husband was working more days compared to the time he spent with his family, and also the communication between Saroja and her husband was so poor. Saroja was a high-tempered human while Dadda was a pipe-smoking man who is always absent in most instances. 
He was never sharing his experience with her wife about the exploration of the country. Saroja was so much determined to get exposed to the country in all aspects since she now have the opportunity that she never had before. Her daughters were all grown and so she had no responsibilities. 
She wanted her own space not even wanting anyone along her side. She had unsolved conflicts with her daughters and neither the daughters nor the mother understood the other in a better manner. She wanted to live on her own without anybody telling her what is right and what is wrong hence living to their comfort and with their terms of life.
2) In “Kamini,” there is a large segment on Dadda’s death, and it is much different than the one in “Saroja.” In two paragraphs, explain why each woman has a different perspective of his death. Reference the text as required. (10 marks)
Kamini’s perspective on Dadda’s death is that the Indian auto mechanic known as Anglo Indian auto mechanic had an odd behavior that made Kamini suspicious about the suicide he brought to her mother.
The Indian auto mechanic was seen tinkering with Dadda’s car while paying a visit almost every Sunday and was seen tinkering with Dadda’s and so he might be the one who might have caused death.
PART THREE:
On the very first page of the novel, we learn that tamarind is a sour fig and that it isn't used in any festivals because it turns things sour. Throughout the novel, we learn that Saroja herself has a “tamarind tongue.” 

In a two-page literary essay, explain what a “tamarind tongue” is and how Saroja has one. Each body paragraph should contain two supporting quotes.
When her daughter told her about the Eastern Ghats and the trip with Dadda in his inspection saloon, she snapped to her to stop telling her what she was almost saying. She seems to be so rude. She tells her daughter to stop telling her what she was almost telling her. “Don’t tell me what I am talking about” When her daughter tells her there are mountains in the distance all covered with snow. She tells her daughter that she sounds like a towel brochure. She challenged her daughter that she catches cold easily and so she needs to put on her sweater that was knit by her aunt.
“I hope you wear that sweater your Aunty knit for you, you catch a cold so easily". Saroja has a tamarind tongue because when her daughter begins to tell her about the cold city, she begins to ask questions. 
“Who asked you to go?”
 “Did somebody tie your hands behind your back and say Go-go to the Calgary North Pole Place?”
Saroja has a Tamarind tongue in her argument saying that the kind of women in the society just gave birth and started the norm of gossiping and even referring to them as cows. She is using very inappropriate language that is frustrating. “All that the women of the society know is to get children and gossip”.” They are like cows”.
Saroja has a Tamarind tongue because when her father promised to educate her, things went south and sour, she was so frustrated. Her father even went ahead and forced her to get married which was not her wish. Things didn't go well on her in all aspects. She had a big regret since she was almost consumed by the marriage. She always blamed her husband. She is intimidating her husband and hence the husband lacks peace of mind. “My mother had studied zoology and biology and so she knows much about plants”. “I could have become a doctor just like her”.
Saroja has a Tamarind tongue her marriage was loveless in her living and also, she had also the spirit on high of becoming a doctor. She lost consistency with her friends and even distanced herself from people who happened to come in her life. She hated marriage up to an extent of discouraging her daughter from the marriage. "Marriages are seen as if they are beautiful and happy looking from the outer angle, but once the reality of marriage hits, no satisfaction with the marriage and you realize that there is more than can be done in the Indian society".
Pre-Writing and Drafting 
1) List some places in the story where Saroja uses her tamarind tongue. You may not use all these instances in your essay, but this will provide a good overview. (3 marks)

Saroja blamed her husband since she believed she was supposed to be focusing on her studies rather than getting married first.
When she was having a conversation with her grandfather, she told him that something was not so good with his own family.
Saroja seems to be so frustrated sometimes when talking to her daughter Kamini when they were talking about the Calgary North pole. She wanted to win in every argument in all terms.

2) Create a thesis statement that includes three main points (to be proven in your body paragraphs). It can begin with “Saroja has a tamarind tongue because” if that helps you out—but try to come up with something more original! (3 marks)
Saroja has a tamarind tongue because when she was having a conversation with her grandfather, she told him that something was not so good with his own family.
Saroja has a Taramind tongue in her argument saying that the kind of women in the society just gave birth and started the norm of gossiping and even referring to them as cows.
Saroja has a Taramind tongue because when her father promised to educate her, things went south and sour, she was so frustrated. Her father even went ahead and forced her to get married which was not her wish. Things didn't go well on her in all aspects. She had a big regret since she was almost consumed by the marriage.

3) Organize your ideas (jot notes) for potential paragraphs into a table like the one below. This is a good time to start looking for quotes that will support each idea. 

	Thesis Statement:
	Saroja has a tamarind tongue because when she was having a conversation with her grandfather and hence challenges his grandfather About how women in the Indian society get children and what they do next is gossip.

	Main Idea #1
	Idea:
 Saroja has a tamarind tongue because when her daughter begins to  tell her
 about the cold city, she begins to ask questions.
	
Support: 
“Who asked you to go?”
 “Did somebody tie your hands behind your back and say Go-go to the Calgary North Pole Place?”

	Main Idea #2
	Idea:
When her daughter tells her there are mountains in the distance all covered with snow. She tells her daughter that she sounds like a towel brochure.

Support:
She challenged her daughter that she catches cold easily and so she needs to put on her sweater that was knit by her aunt.
“I hope you wear that sweater your Aunty knit for you, you catch a cold so easily".

	Main Idea #3
	Idea:
When her daughter told her about the Eastern Ghats and the trip with Dadda in his inspection saloon, she snapped to her to stop telling her what she was almost saying.
Support:	
She tells her daughter to stop telling her what she was almost telling her.
“Don’t tell me what I am talking about”



