Novel- “Tamarind Mem” by Anita Rau Badami
PART ONE:
Answer each question in one to three sentences.

1) Explain what a “baby-missy” is.

2) What is an Ayah’s job?

3) What does Ganesh Peon do around the house?

4) Who is Aunty Meera, and why is she a burden on Saroja?

5) Explain how Roopa and Kamini are completely different.

6) Where does Saroja go and why?

7) Who was Paul da Costa (Paul the Mechanic), and why was Saroja so upset when he died?

8) Why does Linda Ayah scare Kamini with so many stories?

9) Explain how Kamini’s father died.

10) Do you see examples of hierarchy or caste in the novel so far? Give an example of one.

11) Why do you think Kamini worries about her mother so much?

PART TWO:
1) In one paragraph, explain the familial customs that follow a baby’s birth as explained in the novel. (5 marks)

2) In one paragraph, explain some of the religious customs of Kamini’s family and provide at least two examples. (5 marks) 

3) In two paragraphs, explain a) which sister (Roopa or Kamini) seems more pampered by their mother, with at least four examples from the text and b) the expectations of each sister. (10 marks)


PART THREE:
Write a creative, two-page (double-spaced, size 12 font) myth, fable, or fairy tale that has some kind of moral attached to it. It must include elements (like mythical creatures or spirits) that don’t exist in our world—invent your own! 


