Novel- “Tamarind Mem” by Anita Rau Badami
PART ONE:
Answer each question in one to three sentences.

1) Explain what a “baby-missy” is.
This is a polite phrase used by Linda referring to the kid where she tries to depict the child's innocence and refers the teacher to a madwoman due to her conduct towards the child in the classroom. 

2) What is Ayah's job?
She was given a chance to be the boss for other servants and a railway employee; Ma was hired and entrusted to get everything done when ma was not around. 

3) What does Ganesh Peon do around the house?
Does the housework, makes tea, and helps another employee in the homestead. 
4) Who is Aunty Meera, and why is she a burden on Saroja?
She was the sister to Saroja. Aunt meraa had just come from a lunatic asylum; this showed that she was mad and needed attention from Saroja due to her condition. 
5) Explain how Roopa and Kamini are entirely different.
They both live polarized lives where Kamini is a reclusive and neurotic academic while Roopa is a practical mother. 
6) Where does Saroja go and why?
She goes on trips when the husband goes to check the railway lines, and she becomes interested later in life despite her opposing that the rules do not allow that because they live in a patriarchal society. 

7) Who was Paul da Costa (Paul the Mechanic), and why was Saroja so upset when he died?
He was an anglo motor mechanic who had a strange affinity with Saroja because of emotional detachment that had become prevalent between Saroja and dada; she explains that he is so much into his job rather than an emotional attachment to her. 

8) Why does Linda Ayah scare Kamini with so many stories?
This was to keep her on her toes to bring a good character and avoid becoming rebellious to the parent's advice.  
9) Explain how Kamini’s father died.
He ran ova by a vehicle at the railway station. 
10) Do you see examples of hierarchy or caste in the novel so far? Give an example of one.
In the family setting in India, they live in a patriarchal society where the males are dominant and make all decisions regarding the female gender who are not allowed to attend school. 
11) Why do you think Kamini worries about her mother so much?
She is worried due to her strained relationship with her dad, and after the decision to leave for Canada and the mother is left lonely in India, she later comes to know in life what compiled her mother to get married to their father. 
PART TWO:
1) In one paragraph, explain the familial customs that follow a baby's birth, as explained in the novel. (5 marks)
When the time came for the baby to be Ma had to go back to their grandmothers home in Mandya, where there were people who came to visit the homestead and check on the progress of the family, which is following the norms of the society as a way to celebrate the achievements of the newborn. The grandmother's home was more secretive compared to the railway colony. This is helpful in that people with bad intentions can be prevented from accessing the newborn. After the childbirth, the aunt and sisters were there holding and celebrating the newborn baby. The visitors watched the kid as she sucked and later was washed to relieve the burden from the pain of delivering the kid. The child stays in the grandmother's place for quite a long time, and the child is given an excellent reception to make it easy to get fond of people. 
2) In one paragraph, explain some of the religious customs of Kamini’s family and provide at least two examples. (5 marks) 
Religious beliefs and values are tied to the decision-making process in society. The community was guided by religious norms influenced by the patriarchal society where the women were viewed as inferior beings and were to conform to the stated societal standards on the spiritual aspects that were influential in society. The elements were nebulous and assisted in the individual assessment of their current lives and the belief system they were holding on by then in Indian culture. 
3) In two paragraphs, explain a) which sister (Roopa or Kamini) seems more pampered by their mother, with at least four examples from the text, and b) the expectations of each sister. (10 marks)
Roopa is closer to their mother than Kamini; when Kamini goes for further education, she makes calls to her mothers and gives her the progress she is making in life. But later, she realizes how the mother is enraged by the calls and determines that she cooks stories and calls the mother on issues that are not true. This leads to a strained relationship; at the start of the play, Kamini is one-sided, thinks their mum is wrong and supports their dad. Kamini also complains that their mother loves roopa more than her; they have had struggles in their relationship since she was young. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kamini has a thirst for getting educated, whereas Roopa has less interest in the education perspective; when da costa goes out with Saroja, Kamini gets angry and tells the dad when he is back. While Roopa is not interested in the issue, she is not ready to poke her nose in the strained relationship between their dad and mother. The daughters are not expected to be tied in the cultural restrictions that their mother Saroja was facing that had subjected her to forced marriage. Still, there are aspects of feminism that will be the only way out of these problems for her daughters. 

PART THREE:
Write a creative, two-page (double-spaced, size 12 font) myth, fable, or fairy tale that has some moral attached to it. It must include elements (like mythical creatures or spirits) that don't exist in our world—invent your own! 
Atkinson and his wife Lydia lived in a dilapidated house on the slopes of the Himalayas. The couple was subjected to hardships because of their adverse poverty levels. The couple had two children named Johnson and alexander. The parents worked in coffee plantations to make it easy to access food for their children and pay school fees for education purposes. Alexander was their elder son who was hard-working at school and much disciplined. Johnson, the younger kid, was not morally upright, and the father always caned the kid because of the child's fear of engaging in theft issues. In their society, that was characterized by many witches who the people in the community used to regulate theft cases by leading them to punishment situations like deaths. 
Their immediate neighbor was a witch who was dreaded due to his malicious actions in society. One day during weekends, the parents had gone farming far away from their residential area, and their sons were at home cleaning their clothes and attending to other house chores. Without the knowledge of Johnson, alexander went to their neighbor’s garden. He stole some apples because he had realized that the witch was not around and had gone to the nearby market to purchase missing necessities in her homestead. The witch discovered the steps that led him towards the farm and noted that some branches on the mango tree had been broken, indicating that someone had intruded on the farm in her absentia. 
Alexander returned home with mangoes, and Johnson questioned him about where he had acquired the mangoes and lied to him that he had been given by a friend of him who they were schooling together, Johnson doubted. Still, when he was offered the mangoes, he was adamant but later gave in and ate the mangoes; after some time, the witch came to their home very furious and questioned them on the issue. But alexander denied it, and the witch promised to come back later when their parents were back from their normal hustle activities. Later in the day, when the parents arrived, the witch returned and addressed the issue to their parents. Atkinson was mad at his children and wanted to cane them, but Lydia was adamant and defended her son alexander, who was the key suspect in the scandal.
The witch got mad after the children were questioned about consuming the mangoes. He left furious but left the parents with a promise of taking action against whoever stole or consumed the mangoes. After the witch left and promised to punish the wrongdoers, after an hour, the children started complaining of stomach upset; this condition worsened and forced the parents to take their children for medical purposes where they were tested on the ailment that could be causing the problem. Still, no disease could be detected, and they were promised dead after some time. The situation aggrieved the family because both of their children were no longer alive. The story is moral. Show the problems that faced the low-income family due to parental negligence of their mother who tried to cover up the children’s mistake rather than search for justice that could have saved the children after the witch could be compensated. 
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