Novel- “Tamarind Mem” by Anita Rau Badami
PART ONE:
Answer each question in one to three sentences.

1) Why doesn’t Saroja care to get married?

2) Why does Saroja’s father stop caring about what caste or background her future husband has? What does Saroja do to cause this?

3) What kind of husband is Vishwa Moorthy?

4) Is there racism in the novel? Explain.

5) Kamini and Saroja have very different clothing choices as young people. Explain.

6) Why does Saroja call Vishwa “Dadda” even when it is just the two of them?

7) Now that you have heard the story from her side, explain why Saroja is so upset by Paul’s death.

8) Explain why Kamini is so upset when Saroja begins selling the furniture after Dadda’s passing.

9) Does Saroja encourage her daughters to become educated? Explain.

10) What tactics do Kamini and Roopa use to get their mother to come live with them?

11) The name of the road Saroja lives on (when she is older) keeps changing. Why?

PART TWO:

1) In one paragraph, explain why Saroja refuses to move in with her daughters in Canada and the States. (5 marks)

2) In “Kamini,” there is a large segment on Dadda’s death, and it is much different than the one in “Saroja.” In two paragraphs, explain why each woman has a different perspective of his death. Reference the text as required. (10 marks)



PART THREE:
On the very first page of the novel, we learn that a tamarind is a sour fig, and that it isn’t used in any festivals because it turns things sour. Throughout the novel, we learn that Saroja herself has a “tamarind tongue.” 

In a two-page literary essay, explain what a “tamarind tongue” is and how Saroja has one. Each body paragraph should contain two supporting quotes.

Pre-Writing and Drafting 
1) List some places in the story where Saroja uses her tamarind tongue. You may not use all these instances in your essay, but this will provide a good overview. (3 marks)

2) Create a thesis statement that includes three main points (to be proven in your body paragraphs). It can begin with “Saroja has a tamarind tongue because” if that helps you out—but try to come up with something more original! (3 marks)

3) Organize your ideas (jot notes) for potential paragraphs into a table like the one below. This is a good time to start looking for quotes that will support each idea. 

	Thesis Statement:
	Saroja has a tamarind tongue because _________________, ___________________, and ____________________.

	Main Idea #1
	Idea:
Support:

	Main Idea #2
	Idea:
Support:

	Main Idea #3
	Idea:
Support:




