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Declaration of Sentiments
The Declaration of Sentiments was written in 1848 by Elizabeth Cady Stanton for the Women's Rights Convention conducted at Seneca Falls in New York. While studying law in her father's office, Elizabeth came to learn of the discriminatory laws that had been imposed on women which made her determined to win equal rights for women. Stanton identified different forms of discrimination which included denial of a certain official to recognize women delegates in a conference. Stanton then began to speak on women's rights and worked on petitions that granted and helped in securing passage by the New York legislature. In 1848, Stanton introduced her Declaration of Sentiments while at a women's right convention which took place in Seneca Falls in New York (Stanton, 1848).
The Declaration of Sentiments outlined the rights that women in America were to be entitled to as citizens. Stanton in her declaration argued that women had been discriminated against by the government laws and the patriarchal society. Some of the forms of discrimination mentioned in the Declaration of Sentiment document include lack of women participation and representation in government, lack of right to property for women in marriage, unequal employment and education rights, and inequality during the divorce process (Stanton, 1848). The document advocated for women to be viewed as equal citizens as men and be granted all the opportunities and privileges that men were granted.
I think that Stanton wrote the Declaration of Sentiments to bring to light the discriminations that elite women faced. Women were considered to be caregivers at home and were isolated from public institutions such as economics and politics, did not have a voice in the government and employment opportunities for women were less than those of men and also were not granted any rights to own property. Stanton needed to persuade the government and other people in authority that women were supposed to have the same rights as men. The document advocated for equal rights and opportunities to be provided to women. Stanton aimed at creating a new society where women were considered as a part of the society and do away with the male domination which existed. Stanton also advocated for equality in governance, education and employment opportunities, representation in government and right to own property.
The Declaration of Sentiments had a great impact on the audience, and the political and social structure. The declaration was considered as a turning point as women began to stand up for themselves and fought for their freedom and rights. The fight towards the acquisition of political rights was started. The Women Rights Convention and National Women Suffrage Convention were created to fight for the suffrage rights for women, and during 1920, women finally got their political independence and rights (Stanton, 1848). The declaration also had an impact on the social life of women who started to fight for better lives. Women enrolled in schools and also acquired job opportunities. Health reforms were made to accommodate the needs of women. All in all, the Declaration of Sentiments was very important in ensuring the equality of both men and women in society. Stanton and other women leaders played an important role in advocating for the rights of women. The declaration has a positive impact on the lives of women and created a fair society for both men and women.
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