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Telehealth Technology in Health Care
Relevance and Importance of a Needs Assessment
Health information technology involves the infrastructure and technology used in recording, analyzing, sharing, and recording patient health data. Patients have various alternatives to acquiring healthcare, and there is a need to provide personalized care for patients who have to travel long distances to get quality care. Thus applications should be created for healthcare providers to offer secure and safe telehealth conferencing with patients. The practice will allow for reassurance when necessary, and patients can ask questions which are answered in a personal approach and forward and store pictures. Also, patients will be allowed to have secure two-way video conferencing with physicians to visualize particular areas of concern.  The burden of traveling for long distances to get quality healthcare services will be solved. Various healthcare facilities use varied types of information technology for care coordination.
Needs assessments are significant in identifying whether the current health information technology supports improved care (Richardson et al., 2015).  Apps and smart devices are used as personal health tools to discuss and share information. Health information technology is significant in providing better care for patients and assisting in achieving health equity. It supports the recording of patient data for the improvement of healthcare delivery and ensures that government agencies and healthcare practitioners analyze it. The information is used to implement policies needed to improve treatment and control the spreads of infections. A needs assessment is conducted to ascertain whether health information technology in healthcare facilities improves healthcare quality. It may be done through the provision of accurate patient records and assisting doctors in understanding patients' medical histories. Needs assessments help identify areas where information technology improves coordination of care, notifying staff and clinicians on the movement of particular patients across the healthcare facility, collaborating with patients, interoperability, and reporting activities (Richardson et al., 2015). It also assists in the provision of accurate data and the medical history of patients for better treatment.
Critical Issues in Nursing Care Affecting Patient Outcomes That Telehealth Technology Will Address
Integrating the right technology in the healthcare system will result in increased efficiency, reduced costs, and improvement of quality.  Telehealth technology will offer new tools to nurses to extend access to quality healthcare and improve patients' outcomes. Telemedicine is on-demand. Incorporating the services into healthcare facilities will ensure that patients get opportune nursing attention, thus improving outcomes and assisting in reducing healthcare costs. Healthcare providers will be able to gain innovative tools extending to patients and advancing access to healthcare facilities. Besides, telehealth will support in-patient care. Nurses will be granted a means of monitoring the health of patients while managing chronic infections at home or after being discharged from the hospital.
Additionally, self-measurement devices will assist nurses in monitoring vibrant signs like blood pressure, heart rate, and blood glucose. Nurses will be able to share patient information with specialists and doctors on time and connect with patients from many locations for better care, thus enhancing patient satisfaction (Danielle, 2020).  The integration of the telehealth system in the workflow of healthcare providers will and standards of care is significant to patient adoption and sustainable use of the technology. The telehealth technology will be essential in reducing patient stress, psychological and financial burden, and follow-up care will be made much easier (Rimal et al., 2017). Patients remain at their homes, and doctors and nurses attend to more patients in less time; thus, medical institutions and patients save money. Telehealth technology continues to be a significant connection between at-home and in-patient health management. 
Safety Requirements and Regulatory Considerations When Using Telehealth Technology
Telehealth requires tailored clinical approaches to offer services to patients around the globe. Particular business structures and legal solutions should be designed to implement telemedicine fully and comply with federal and state laws. State medical practice regulations and licensing rules are needed based on the patient's location during consultation time. Licensure is a crucial requirement for specialists to consult with patients in any area across the globe (Rheuban & Krupinski, 2017). Also, providers should conform to the standards of care and delivering high-quality services. Any information gathered from in-person settings must be acquired when giving care through telehealth. The prescription of medication must be done following telehealth examinations. A secure doctor-patient connection must be established when prescribing medication. All prescribing must be done for therapeutic purposes by healthcare practitioners acting in their professional practice. 
Patient Confidentiality and Privacy Protections Addressed by Telehealth Technology
Any information gathered from in-person settings must be acquired when delivering care through telehealth.  Identifiable health information must be encrypted to allow reading from authorized individuals only for security and privacy concerns (Hale & Kvedar, 2014). A comprehensive set of security and privacy regulations and standards is needed for collecting, sharing, and storing consumer data electronically. The practice standards telehealth involve particular disclosures on the providers' website, patient informed consent to the services of telemedicine, and in-person examination requirements. As part of the patient-care program, healthcare providers should share the risks and benefits of using telehealth to the patients. Healthcare providers must stay informed of their institutions' security and privacy policies and share them with the patients as an ethical obligation to maintain patient-physician confidentiality.  Other concerns include mandatory forwarding of medical records to patient caregivers and restrictions on any kind of telehealth technology that can be used without patient consent. Comprehensive regulation and standards are necessary to ensure robust security and privacy protections for telehealth and all electronic customer information. Healthcare providers must make patients aware of the potential security and privacy risks. 
Potential Impact of Internal and External Stakeholders and End Users in the Acquisition of Telehealth Technology
Different stakeholders must be considered when acquiring telehealth technology. The stakeholders include financial stakeholders and medical leaders, and the end-users include clinicians, patients, and vendors (David, 2017). The project must have an economic impact on the organization, and the chief financial officer and the chief executive officer must be involved during the planning process of acquiring the technology. They will assist in helping other members to understand the economic impacts of the technology. Medical leaders must be involved throughout the therapeutic functions of the healthcare facility. They ensure that their team's particular needs are not overlooked when acquiring telehealth technology. Concerns about the impacts of technology are addressed to get valuable feedback. Medical users assist in pointing the telehealth technology leaders towards end-user stakeholders and projecting and keeping the technology moving. Technicians, nurses, and physicians interact with technology daily. Establishing open communication with stakeholders at the end-user stage makes it easier to understand the impact of the technology. A change in the project results in a direct effect on the patients. There is a need to consider their perspectives before acquiring the telehealth technology.  Patient-focus groups assist in identifying technology-related challenges that affect patients, which is essential in making appointments and gathering accessible information electronically. The inputs of the vendors whose system is part of the technology must be gained to ensure smooth integrations at any given time.
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