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Conflict over power in the Tempest
In the Tempest, power and control are some of the most powerful elements that drive the behaviour of the characters. The setting of the play points to a time period where those in control set the laws of the land and forced their subjects to follow their established set of rules. Caliban and Ariel represent the original inhabitants of the island. Prospero represents the colonialists who are foreign to the island but want to take over control. The emergence of foreigners on the island sets the stage for a new battle of power between Prospero his new subjects, Ariel and Caliban. Caliban believed that he was the rightful owner of the island “This Island’s mine, by Sycorax my mother, which thou takest from me. When thou camest first” (Act 1, Scene 2 line 397-398). In the play, Prospero, exerts power and authority over both his subjects and his daughter, Miranda, through manipulation and the use of his magical power. Arguably, the conflict between Prospero and Caliban results from Prospero’s exertion of power on Caliban who believed that he was the rightful heir of the island after the death of his mother. 
From the onset, Prospero has to win back control after the plot by Antonio to banish him from Milan. Prospero remarks to his daughter how his brother, whom he had put in authority, usurped him and took over his position at the throne. “The ivy which had hid my princely trunk, And sucked my verdure out on ’t”  (Act 1, Scene 2 line 103-104). Arguably, Antonio was a greedy brother who saw an opportunity to take over control and betrayed his own blood.  Prospero eventually lands on the island, which has a small population and takes over control of the island. The vision of Prospero is to establish his own territory in disregard of the rightful owners who already lived there. Some of the steps he takes in establishing the new territory include forcing a new dialect on the existing population. Apart from exerting his language, Prospero forcefully made Caliban and Ariel his servants. Prospero had a vision for the island to increase his influence and extend his kingdom like he did in Milan. Consequently, influencing the language and teaching their culture would help advance Prospero’s order and control on the island. 
Additionally, having a set of supporters from the island would be helpful to protecting Prospero’s hold on the island. The support that Prospero had from Ariel helped him to gain more control and order since it gave him access to magic. Unfortunately, Prospero was an authoritative figure who held ultimate control over his subjects. Prospero’s relationship with Caliban and Ariel shows an authoritative leader who ruled with an iron fist and never allowed his subjects comfort. Prospero used threats to keep Caliban under his control and false promises to make Ariel working for him. He did not grant Ariel his freedom despite having served him for the duration they had initially agreed on. Ariel laments that “Without or grudge or grumblings. Thou didst promise to bate me a full year (Act 1, Scene 2 line 296-297). Additionally, Prospero’s exerted power on his daughter through the patriarchal system that demanded blind obedience to parents. Miranda could not turn down her father’s requests because she was required to be obedient and be attentive at all times and follow through on his advice. As Prospero narrated his ordeal on how he lost power to his brother, Alonso, Miranda found herself in sympathy with his father. 
In contrast, Caliban’s view of the island society was that it was his home that was robbed from him. For this reason, Caliban justifiably continued to resent Prospero for colonizing the island. Indeed, Caliban stated that “I must eat my dinner, this island is mine, by Sycorax’s, my mother” to reclaim his rightful ownership to the island and reject Prospero’s control (Act l, scene l line 396-397). Caliban refused to embrace Prospero’s new culture and ignored to recite the new language as required by Prospero. The rebellion exemplified by Caliban throughout the play speaks to the power struggle between the original inhabitants of the island and Prospero, the foreigner. The desire to regain his power later leads Caliban to make the suggestion to Stephano to kill Prospero and to regain his rightful position as the king when he laments that “For I am all the subjects that you have, which first was mine own king” (Act l, scene l line 408-409).
Despite the differences in their vision of the island, Prospero and Caliban were both conniving in trying to gain power and control over the island. Prospero forces Ariel to work for him without consent and also uses threats against Caliban for him to continue working as his servant. Prospero uses the magical powers of Ariel to perform with the promise that he will give him freedom but instead uses threats to force him to continue working for him “If thou more murmur’st, I will rend an oak And peg thee in his knotty entrails till” (Act l, scene l line 348-349).  He lies to his daughter when questioned about the storm and claims that there was no harm. “If by your art, my dearest father, you have put the wild waters in this roar, allay them” (Act 1, Scene 2 line 1-2).
 Despite the denial, he continues to hold Ariel for a long duration against his will to gain from the magical powers and fails to release him when he had promised consequently straining their relationship. Likewise, Caliban was conniving in trying to gain freedom from Prospero. For instance, he pledged his loyalty and swore to become Stephano’s slave if the butler killed Prospero. Caliban sore that “he’ll show thee every fertile inch o' th'island. And I will kiss thy foot. I prithee, be my god” (Act 2, Scene 2 line 149-151). The conniving attitude by the two characters shows to what extent they were willing to go to control power and exercise control over other parties. 
The characters from Naples, especially Prospero wanted order and control on the island due to his previous experiences that taught him the need to hold on to power through all the necessary measures. Arguably, Prospero’s betrayal by his brother reduced his trust in other people because it showed that any lapse in control can lead to lose of power. As a result, Prospero wanted to create a system that gives him ultimate control over the island by controlling all those that lived in it. Prospero used the master-slave power relationship to maintain order and control over his subjects. Keeping Ariel close with the false hope that he would set him free was useful to utilize Ariel’s magic powers to assert his authority. The magic powers provided an undue advantage to Prospero who would manipulate nature and use the magic to instill fear to his subjects and enemies who held ulterior motives against him. In contrast, Caliban and Ariel had never been in a position of power or had to exercise authority. The two were previously under Sycorax, Caliban’s mother who exercised authority over them. After her death, they hoped to be free and not under the power of another person.   
In conclusion, the animosity between Caliban and Prospero came from the latter’s attempt to yield his power over an island which the former believed was rightfully his and their personal experiences played a crucial role in determining  their relationship. Indeed, Prospero was not an original inhabitant of the island but developed a keen interest to safeguard his interests since taking over from Sycorax. Ariel and Caliban became uneasy because they were not entirely free under Prospero. The two react differently to the changes with Ariel quickly giving in to serve Prospero diligently. However, Caliban laments about his changing fortunes since he believed that Prospero had taken his rightful position as king, which leads to the conflict between the two over control of the island. 
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