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The Constitution in Action
Early this year the appeals court ruled that the emoluments lawsuit against President Trump can proceed. The suit in question alleges that the president is in violation of the constitutional emoluments clause which prohibits him from accepting money or gifts from any foreign entities. The clause allows the president to receive a salary while in the White House but prohibits the commander in chief from earning any outside financial profits. The lawsuit presented by D.C. and Maryland claims that president Trump continually has leases and ownership of Trump properties by foreign government-owned entities. It violates the emoluments clause because foreign governments should not compensate federal officials in any way. The lawsuit was revived because the president had not sought permission from the congress before transacting with foreign entities (Kaiser, 2019).
Following this decision by the appeals court to revive the lawsuit, the president requires a decision from the supreme court before he can block D.C. and Maryland from requesting his business and financial records. The framers of the constitution believed that federal officials such as the president would be uniquely susceptible to the corrupting sway of a foreign entity. For this reason, the foreign emoluments clause, when enforced shields federal officers against corruption. The 4th circuit court of appeal in Virginia allowed the lawsuit by the states suing the president to proceed to the next stage of fact-gathering. If the violations of the emoluments clause by Trump can be proven, then the proof of harm would undermine the legitimacy of democratic institutions in the US. The only remedy would be to impeach the president on these grounds. The lawsuit proves that every American citizen is subject to the constitution, and this includes the president with federal courts tasked to interpret and enforce the constitution.

President George Washington believed in a strong executive branch of the government and many of his actions at a time when the constitution was just a few years old established the authority of the presidency. Washington had vigorous policies that made the president more of an energetic leader than a ceremonial figurehead. By guaranteeing that the presidency had control of every member of the executive branch, he increased the powers of the executive branch. George Washington stayed within the bounds of presidential authority as outlined within the acts of the first congress organizing the executive branch, and this shaped the institution of the executive branch and the trust in its capabilities (Chervinsky, 2018). In a time when congress was way much powerful than the executive branch, Washington made the office of the president powerful by appointing a cabinet and proposing some primary legislation to congress.
He also set precedents by obeying the laws throughout his career and this established trust in the presidency and subsequently the executive branch. Even though he was the commander in chief of the continental army, Washington never lost sight of the fact that his authority came from congress and he firmly established the precept that the military serves their civilian government. Through the use of presidential war powers, executive orders and privileges, Washington expanded and cemented the powers of the executive branch to be able to check and balance those of congress (Mortenson, 2019). It did not happen immediately. Washington’s farewell address stressed on the importance of the separation of powers where no single branch of the government could be absolutely powerful. Washington led the country through its formative years and his policies and constructive personality set precedents that not only changed the balance of power between the executive branch and the congress but also influenced future presidents.
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