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The Crucible: Answers to Questions 
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation


The Crucible: Answers to Questions
Question 1
John Proctor
	Age
	Middle thirties

	Interests
	Farming, drinking cider.

	Work
	Farming

	Flaws
	He is a lecher, high temper

	Conflicts
	With his wife for being unfaithful; with Abigail for an untold promise; with Parris on ministry matters.

	Relationships
	Father, husband, Christian.

	Strengths
	Honest, hardworking, family man, caring, wise.

	Struggles
	Living with his lecherous mistakes.

	Antagonist
	Abigail, Parris.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Confident, highly-tempered, scrutinizing.

	Relatability
	Engaged in intercourse with Abigail.
Believes Parris is a hypocrite and a fraud.






Abigail Williams
	Age
	Seventeen

	Interests
	Dancing; Men’s attention.

	Work
	Ex-servant

	Flaws
	Deceit, promiscuity.

	Conflicts
	With Proctor’s wife.
With Proctor.

	Relationships
	Cousin; niece; has girl-friends.

	Strengths
	Persuasion.

	Struggles
	Jealousy and hatred over Proctor’s wife.

	Antagonist
	Proctor’s wife, Proctor.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Persuasive, deceitful, harsh, promiscuous.

	Relatability
	Engaged in intercourse with Proctor.
Was ousted by Elizabeth from Proctor’s house.





Reverend Samuel Parris
	Age
	Middle forties

	Interests
	Preaching, luxurious life.

	Work
	Minister

	Flaws
	He is a materialistic, fears being brought down.

	Conflicts
	With Proctor.

	Relationships
	Father, Uncle, Minister.

	Strengths
	Educated.

	Struggles
	Fear that a faction of the community is against him.

	Antagonist
	Proctor.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Anxious, fearful.

	Relatability
	Not in good terms with Proctor.
Fears the rumors about him may bring him down.








Betty Parris
	Age
	Ten

	Flaws
	Naïve, fearful

	Relationships
	Daughter, friend.

	Struggles
	Wishing her mother was alive.

	Antagonist
	Devil.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Naïve, fearful, pretense.

	Relatability
	Wants the devil to bring back her mother.
Afraid of Abigail.



Tituba
	Age
	Forties.

	Work
	Servant.

	Flaws
	Fearful, deceitful, submissive.

	Conflicts
	With the devil.

	Relationships
	Servant to Reverend Parris.

	Strengths
	Obedient.

	Antagonist
	The Devil.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Fearful, submissive, obedient, deceitful. 

	Relatability
	Works with Abigail to propagate thoughts witchcraft.



Mercy Lewis
	Age
	Eighteen

	Work
	Servant

	Flaws
	Mischievous, merciless.

	Struggles
	Following Putnam’s orders.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Sly, fat, merciless.

	Relatability
	Worked with Abigail to deceive the village about witchcraft.



Mary Warren
	Age
	Seventeen

	Interests
	knitting

	Work
	Servant

	Flaws
	Naïve, subservient, lonely.

	Strengths
	Honest.

	Struggles
	With the fear of spirits and witchcraft.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Lonely, subservient, honest, naïve.

	Relatability
	Convinced by Abigail to deceive the village about witchcraft.





Thomas Putnam
	Age
	Near fifty

	Interests
	Business, acquiring land.

	Work
	Landowner

	Flaws
	Vindictive, resentful

	Conflicts
	With the Nurse family.

	Relationships
	Father, husband, Christian.

	Strengths
	Hardworking, shrewd.

	Struggles
	Wishing he could acquire more land.

	Antagonist
	Francis Nurse, Giles Corey.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Shrewd, hardworking, indignant, bitter.

	Relatability
	His only daughter is part of the said group of girls affected by witchcraft.



Ann Putnam
	Age
	Forty-five

	Flaws
	Resentful.

	Relationships
	Mother, wife, Christian.

	Struggles
	Wondering why all her first children died.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Resentful.

	Relatability
	Believes witchcraft robbed her of her children.


Giles Corey
	Age
	Eighty-three

	Work
	Land owner

	Flaws
	Chatty.

	Strengths
	Powerful, inquisitive.



Reverend John Hale
	Age
	Nearly forty

	Interests
	Ministry 

	Work
	Minister.

	Strengths
	Honest, hardworking, understanding, wise.

	Struggles
	Looking for a proof of witchcraft

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Confident, honest, wise, scrutinizing.



Rebecca Nurse
	Age
	Seventy-two

	Interests
	God’s devotion

	Relationships
	Wife, Christian.

	Strengths
	Devoted Christian.

	Idiosyncratic Features
	Old, quiet, spiritual.



Question 2
1. Abigail Williams – She used her power to control her girlfriends and thus, caused multiple murders in the village as she sought revenge. The author invites readers to consider how a simple desire to revenge can have adverse effects.
2.  Thomas Putnam – He is a land owner and he has used his power to put many people behind bars. Landowning can render one very powerful.
3. Reverend John Hale – His final word is respected by everyone in the village. Being a respectable man and maintaining one’s principle is key.
4. Reverend John Parris – He is the minister of the church. A minister of the church always has his followers.
5. Ruth Francis – She is respected by all as a devotee of the church. Moreover, her husband is viewed in high regard. Seeking spiritual calmness earns respect from believers.
6. Ann Putnam – The wife to Thomas Putnam. Being a wife to a powerful man also makes one powerful.
7. John Proctor – His character is not quite desirable before the eyes of the Christians. Undesirable reputation can be the cause of one’s downfall.
8. Giles Corey – He is thought not capable of controlling his mouth, however old. Through Giles Corey, talking too much is seen as a sign of lack of wisdom.
9. Mercy Wallace – she is a servant. 
10. Mary Warren - She is a servant.
11. Betty Parris – She is the ten-year old daughter to John Parris. Age is a factor in determining power.
12. Tituba – She is a Negro servant. A black servant was still held with low regard.
Question 3
Most favorite character – John Proctor. He does not easily get deceived by the pretense of the girls.
· You cannot command Mr. Parris. We vote by name in this society, not by acreage. 
·  Why, then I must find it and join it. 
· I speak my own sins; I cannot judge another. 
Least favorite character – John Parris. He tends to blame everyone for his problems.
· Go directly home and speak nothing of unnatural causes.
· There is a faction that is sworn to drive me from my pulpit.
· Thirty-one pound is gone. I am penniless.
Question 4
· Stage directions – creates vivid images in the reader’s mind.
· Long pauses and silences – Creates tension
· Interruptions
· Use of contrast
· Length of sentences
· Punctuation- Expresses mood and feeling 
· Use of figurative language
· Repetition
· Reaction of characters to a problem.
· Allegoristic features of the play – enhances critical thinking.
Question 5
In Salem, Massachusetts, in the spring of the year 1692, we are introduced to the house of John Parris in a small bedroom that belongs to his daughter.
In Act Two, we are introduced to the house of John Proctor, with a low dark and long living room. It is almost dark and the spring is almost over. Proctor’s farm extends to the edge of the forest.
Parris sees the girls dancing in the forbidden forest that were believed to harbor spirits.
Salem had been set up close to forty years before 1692.
Parris’s house is at the middle of Salem town and nearby stood the meeting house.
Question 6
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reverend, minister, confession, hell, heaven, devil, God, Sabbath, commandments, covenanted.
Question 7
· HUAC is the abbreviation for House Un-American Activities Committee.
· It was created in 1938.
· Its main purpose was to investigate alleged subversive activities on citizens who had communist ties.
· McCarthy was a United States senator who had no connection with HUAC, as most people believed.
· However, HUAC began failing with the fall of McCarthyism.
· McCarthyism refers to making accusations without enough evidence, over treasonous activities.
· McCarthyism involved high political repression and word spreading fear over influence of communist and spying by Soviet agent, in American institutions.
· The McCarthy era came after the World War II, while the world was experiencing a period of cold war.
· In 1952, Elia Kazan named eight members of the Group Theatre who had been members of the communist party. 
· After this incident, Miller wrote The Crucible, which caused him various sanctions including being disallowed the US passport, blacklisted, fined and prisoned. He later appealed and was released. 

Question 8
Act 1 – Introduction to the play and the theme of witchcraft; Abigail being seen with other girls in the forest “summoning spirits”; Betty Parris becoming wild at the mention of the Lord’s name; arrival of Reverend Hale; Tituba, Abigail, and Betty starts to mention names of those who are connected with the devil.
Act 2 – Introduction to Elizabeth Proctor and her relationship with her husband; Mary Warren’s poppet gift; arrival of Reverend Hale; arrival of Francis and Giles; Arrival of Cheever and Herrick; realization of the accusations made by Abigail against Elizabeth.
Act 3 – Introduction to the courtroom; introduction to the deputy governor and the judge; the confession of Mary Warren; the deceit put up by Abigail and her friends; Decree of Proctor about his secretly lecherous character; the arrest of Proctor and Giles.
Act 4 – Proctor had gone to see Abigail; the promise to open up about his lecherous deeds and her loose character; Abigail’s promise to ruin him for his hypocrisy.
Question 9
The Crucible being the title of the play, is relevant to the play since just like the crucible is used to separate metals under high temperatures, Arthur Miller used the play to indicate the separation that exists between the spiritual and non-spiritual. Additionally, through the high tension created by the girls and their chanting about witchcraft, a line between the state and the church is eventually created in Salem, in the same way it had been created in Beverly.
Question 10
Key motifs include empowerment of women, accusations, court proceedings and confessions. Women empowerment is emphasized where Abigail’s accusations are believed to be true due to the acts she puts up. Her girls are also uplifted from their powerless position, to a point of overturning the whole village. Accusation are seen throughout the play starting from Parris in act one as he accuses Abigail for dishonoring his family, to the deputy governor accusing Hale of inciting the looming demonstrations. Court proceedings and confessions are central to the play where Abigail, Tituba and the girls confess of engaging in witchcraft. The court demanded that the mentioned villagers should confess or face the hangman.
Question 11
The play is still relevant today, especially with the claims of devil worshipping that go around the world over. The theme of devil worshipping haunts the world as those who are viewed as devil worshippers get isolated and despised. Theo politics is still being practiced where leaders of the church are seen as great advisors of the people in cases of political crises.
Question 12
I would recommend watching the performance of this play because, although it involves hanging which may be intense, the play has multiple lessons. Watching its performance would create more vivid images in one’s mind, hence make the remembrance of its lessons easier.
Question 13
I would cast the role of John Proctor.
