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The Dressmaker Rosalie Ham

Knowledge Challenge: 13 Point Outline

Please fill in the questions below which outline your Knowledge Challenge: 13 Point Outline in detail.  This is an S/N Task to be submitted via Turnitin

1. Characters:  
Choose the protagonist, the antagonist and your choice of 10 minor characters and complete the following details: (Note you could do this in a grid form) ie 12 characters in total 
	Name
	Role
	Occupation

	Tilly Dunnage 
	protagonist
	dressmaker

	Elsbeth Beaumont
	antagonist
	farmer

	Evan Pettyman
	Quiet  man
	Town councillor

	Sergeant Horatio Farat
	Secret crossdresser
	Police officer

	Percival Almanac
	Violent controlling man
	Pharmacy owner

	Gertrude Pratt
	Nice young woman
	Runs Pratt General store

	Marigold Pettyman
	Derelict and obsessed with grief
	housewife 

	Mona Beaumont
	Controlled house wife
	Daughter to Elsbeth Beaumont

	Beula Harridene
	Bitter and vindictive woman
	Gossiper and newspaper columnist 

	Una Pleasance
	Rival dressmaker
	seamstress

	Lesley Muncan
	pretender
	Poor man with no connections 




Name/Age/Interests/Work/Flaws/Conflicts/Relationships/Strengths/Struggles/ their Antagonist/Idiosyncratic features/Relatability/Other notable considerations

2. Using the characters from your list above, explore the theme of power and create a continuum, listing the characters from most powerful to least powerful.  For each, justify the character’s order in the continuum, including what are the views and values Ham is trying to invite the readers to consider?
	Name
	Justification 
	values

	Tilly Dunnage 
	Dressmaker of the town
	Patient, resilient

	Elsbeth Beaumont
	Controls other women
	schemer

	Evan Pettyman
	  Town’s only councillor
	Quiet and secretive

	Sergeant Horatio Farat
	Town’s only police
	Disciplined and secretive

	Percival Almanac
	Pharmacy owner
	Violent controlling man 

	Gertrude Pratt
	Runs Pratt General store 
	Nice and reserved

	Marigold Pettyman
	Evan’s wife
	Derelict and obsessed 

	Mona Beaumont
	Daughter to Elsbeth Beaumont
	Controlled and submissive wife

	Beula Harridene
	Gossiper with no role
	Bitter and vindictive woman 

	Una Pleasance
	Rival dressmaker
	Fake artisan

	Lesley Muncan
	Poor man with no connections
	pretender




3. Who is your most favourite and least favourite characters and why?  Quote 3 of their most significant lines and justify your choices.
Most favourite- Sergeant Farat, he fosters a connection with Tilly and welcomes her to the town without judging her history. 
Lines- “Without Tilly's tolerance and generosity, her patience and skills, our lives—mine especially—would not have been enriched”
“She hoped to leave behind her troubles, but hers was a life lived with trouble travelling alongside and so Molly lived as discreetly as she possibly could in the full glare of scrutiny and torment.”
“Her heart will rest easier knowing Myrtle again before she died.”
Least favourite- Beula Harridene- gossiper that is dedicated in finding and revealing other people’s secrets
Lines- “I am sure I saw that half-finished one, Barney Mcswiney.”


4. What’s in a name? Research the names of 10 characters & discuss their significance & why Ham chose those names for her characters.
	Name
	Name meaning
	Values in the book

	Tilly Dunnage 
	Matilda “mighty in battle”
	Patient, resilient

	Elsbeth Beaumont
	Ability to Control emotions
	schemer

	Evan Pettyman
	  Meddles with trivial issues
	Quiet and secretive

	Sergeant Horatio Farat
	timekeeper
	Disciplined policeman

	Percival Almanac
	Pierce 
	Violent controlling man 

	Gertrude Pratt
	strength 
	Nice and reserved

	Marigold Pettyman
	Cruelty and grief
	Derelict and obsessed 

	Mona Beaumont
	noble
	Controlled and submissive wife

	Beula Harridene
	Malicious 
	Bitter and vindictive woman 

	Una Pleasance
	hunger
	Fake artisan

	Prudence Dimm
	Care for the future
	A good school teacher




5. Literary Strategies: Make a list of 10 literary devices Ham uses and provide 3 examples that you think are effective and why?

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Setting: Provide 5 details that give the novel time and place and are therefore particular to the town’s setting?  NB Ham has created the fictional town of rural Dungatar.
Dungatar people are more inclined on fashion like people that live in an urban setting
There is a local newspaper where Harridene writes for the town. Rural settings do not have such services.
Women compete in acting plays and they invest a lot of time on preparation. Rural women do not engage in such activities. 
The town has all amenities for its sustenance unlike a rural setting where people primarily rely on farming for survival. 
There is a ball for the Dungatar Ladies Social Club meaning that they were more engaged in social activities than women in rural settings. 
7. Social and Historical Content- Research: 
i. The novel uses a great deal of Australian slang and expressions from the 1950s. ‘Blimey’, ‘sheila’, ‘dilly bag’, ‘wallopers’, ‘bonza’, ‘blowies’ and ‘gone troppo’ are just a few ‘rippers’ that appear in The Dressmaker.  Define these terms.
ii. Research fashion in the 1950s listing 3 points for the famous designers that Rosalie Ham references—Chanel, Dior, Balmain, Balenciaga 
iii. Using chapter 1 for reference, create an illustrated map of Dungatar. Include each of the major landmarks and buildings in the town. Annotate where central characters live and work. 

8. Narrative Structure & Timeline Write up a timeline of the 10 key moments in this 4 Part novel: Part 1, 2, 3 & 4.  Include the climactic moment and  the resolution

9. What is the Significance of the title and how does Ham use it to impact her views and values on her readers?

The dressmaker refers to an undermined but extremely important position in the society. Dressing is a basic need hence everyone relies on it. People of different statuses require and can afford different sets of dresses but they all rely on a professional dressmaker. You may hate a dressmaker but his or her services are mandatory. This was the role that Tilly played in Dungatar, women hated her but they depended on her skill to present themselves notably in different events. 

10. What are the Key motifs (symbols) – as reflected in the title and the rest of the novel & explain their significance and impact on the readers. 

The football pitch is a symbol that that showed the tightness of the Dungatar community. Outsiders were not welcomed because they did not understand the ways of the Dungatar people. Tilly and Molly were secluded from this community and their house rested on a hill away from the field. 
Plants and herbs are symbol of goodness and resilience in the story. Tilly who is hated by the community grows them showing her strength in difficult times. She uses these plants to cure sicknesses unlike other men that use it to abuse women. The plants were a sign of resilience and hope. 
11.  How is this novel and its themes* still relevant today?
Suffering and vengeance, Tilly is wrongly condemned for the death of a young boy and she runs away from the wrath of the town. Later she returns and endures suffering thus gaining motivation to burn the town and escape with their insurance money. Even today people still act violently due to their past experiences. 
12. Would you recommend this novel?  Why? Why not?
Yes I would recommend the book because it touches on the idea of vengeance and inclusivity that are common in the real world. The stories can be personalized to reach a wider audience 
13. Who would you cast in the roles of the 12 characters you chose in question 1 
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	character
	Actor 

	Tilly Dunnage 
	Paula Malcomson

	Elsbeth Beaumont
	Katherine Moennig

	Evan Pettyman
	  Michael McGraddy

	Sergeant Horatio Farat
	Steven Bauer

	Percival Almanac
	Chris Tardio

	Gertrude Pratt
	Alyssa Diaz

	Marigold Pettyman
	Keren Dukes

	Mona Beaumont
	Sherilyn Fenn 

	Beula Harridene
	Christy Williams

	Una Pleasance
	Brooke Smith

	Prudence Dimm
	Alexandra Turshen
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