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The Norton Anthology of Western Literature
Gawain's Success
Gawain is a significant character in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight story. He first appears in the story at the New Year's Eve feast when taking the Green knight challenge. From the onset of the narration, Gawain courage gets portrayed by accepting a challenge that King Arthur was hesitant at actively involving in it (Paul Battles, 2012). Besides, Gawain appears as a character who is susceptible to many trials that prone him to making mistakes. His values of honor, courtesy, sincerity, and courage go through tempting moments posed by the malicious character of Morgan le Fay. Gawain manages to successfully undergo some of the tests without compromising his valid values. His ability to maintain a sober mind in answering a question posed at a trial; that could lead to his death portrayed his success in mastering and acting by his values. Besides, Gawain's ability to withstand temptation by remaining courteous to a lady showcase him as a person who could win his emotional battles to uphold his values. However, his courageous virtue gets questionable when his body negatively reacts to a harmless blow by flinching.
During Gawain's journey from Camelot to North Wales, he undergoes through challenging times in the wilderness found at the North-west side of Britain. Despite the desert cold and food starvation, Gawain remains adamant in continuing his journey of finding the Green knight (Paul Battles, 2012). Overcoming and enduring the pain of traveling in a desert shows Gawain possession of innate victory tactics that require patience to attaining an end goal. Besides, his charisma that comes along to acquiring a successful relationship with people enables him to find refuge at Bertilak residence on his way to meeting the Green knight. Gawain, loyalty that is an essential virtue in winning diplomatic wars, gets depicted during his stay at Bertilak place when his wife tried to pursue him. Despite Gawain's determination to seek the Green knight gets questioned by Bertilak's guide, he remains grounded on his decision. 
Bertilak the lord of the castle acknowledges Gawain's success despite his unfair exchange of their dialing winning. However, Gawain regards himself as a failure, because of the one mistake of unjust transfer of their awards. A keen look at the ending of the story shows Gawain as an intelligent and determined knight. He managed to provide the lord of the castle with gifts that he found less harmful and withheld the poisonous information of the green silk girdle so he could save the lord's marriage to his lady. The girdle that serves as a disloyal memoir worn by Gawain in his arm shows an optimist who learns from his failure. The success of Gawain as the leader of other knights highly depended on the ending of the story, where he would have to choose egocentrism that comes along with a resenting feeling of a simple mistake or optimism that takes note of new strategies to overcome defeat. 
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