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The Pittsburgh Cycle of Plays
Introduction
August Wilson is an exceptional playwright in the early 1980s, where he is seen as the voice of African America theatre (Gantt, 2009). He has written a series of ten plays, “the Pittsburgh Cycle” with each constituting the history of African America archives in the twentieth century. He focused on the experience of African Americans, their undocumented lives, and that of the people in the Hill District (Wilson, 1997). The essay seeks to discuss August life and accomplishment, The Pittsburgh cycle and the era in which “fences” was set.
August Wilson’ Life and Accomplishments
Wilson 1945 was born to a German father and African American mother (Gantt, 2009). He is one of the most recognized African American Writers and the only out of seven to get the Pulitzer Prize. In his theatre works, Wilson devoted his whole career in documenting the challenges and struggles of the blacks in the twentieth century in a cycle of ten plays. The main goal in his life was to ensure he demonstrated a realistic view of the struggles of the blacks. Wilson managed to accomplish this goal by creating personal songs, sports discrimination, cultural mythologies, and city politics plays (Wilson, 1997). Through his series, he managed to bridge the tradition gab by clearly demonstrating the life experiences of blacks during the civil movement and reconstruction era. 
The Pittsburgh Cycle of plays
The cycle covers the history of African –Americans in the twentieth century in Pittsburgh hill district. Although the plays were not written in chronological order, the “century cycle” of plays has returning characters (Wilson, 1997).
Jitney 1979: It was set in an unofficial taxi station facing demolition threats. Jitney investigates the lives and drivers’ connection, sighting conflicts between people, and various concepts of identity and legacy.
Ma Rainey's black bottom 1982: It was set in Chicago in 1927, the only play not set in Pittsburgh (Gantt, 2009). Ma Rainey explores racism in the lives of black musicians, and American produces, and the themes of religion and art.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fences 1984: The play figures, a former Negro Baseball player, Troy Maxson in 1957, in his 50s, he is bitter working as a farmer (Wilson, 1997). His disappointments affect his wife Rose and Cory, his son, who like the father, is a talented athlete.
Joe Turner’s come and gone 1984: It was set in 1911 at Pittsburgh in boarding house with characters including former slaves (Gantt, 2009). It focuses on the experience of people with discrimination and racism.
The Piano Lesson 1986: it was named after Romare Bearden painting and focused on the Charles family (Wilson, 1997). The sister and brother have varied opinions on what to do with the piano to sell it and buy land which their enslaved forefathers toiled upon or keep it.
Two trains running 1990: It was set in 1986; the play demonstrates a restaurant which had suffered economic loss for a long time (Koprince, 2006). Memphis, the owner, worries about the consequences if the city uses eminent domain to claim it. However, Sterling a young campaigner, attempts to organize rallies but Memphis less cooperates.
Seven Guitars 1995: Set in Pittsburgh 1948, a womanizing blue singer recently freed from the prison, attempts to right wrongs and gets his way to Chicago (Koprince, 2006). The rooster is used to represent the theme of black manhood.
King Hedley Two 1999:  It was set in Pittsburgh in 1985, the ex-con fights to support his family (Wilson, 1997). He plans to open a video store by selling stolen goods; which demonstrates the struggles of the poor in the Reagan era.
Gem of the Ocean 2003: set in 1994, it majors on a man small crime that led to fatal impacts for another man (Wilson, 1997). Feeling sorry, he seeks spiritual healing from Ester.
Radio Golf 2005; it was set in 1990 and concluded the century cycle (Koprince, 2006). The home of Ester is threatened with demolition to pave the way for real estate developments. The legacy and history challenge individual aspirations of progress.
The era in which "fences" was set
“Fences," a 1985 play was established in the 1950s during the civil movement’s and reconstruction era and took place at Wilson’ home area Pittsburgh (Koprince, 2006). The play explores the experience of African American and examines the racial relationships with Americans. The play majors on Troy Maxson, whose entire life revolves about the generational differences between his father and Cory, his son. The themes revolved around Pittsburgh's hill district, northern migration, middle passage, civil rights movement reconstruction, emancipation proclamation, oppression, and Black Nationalism (Wilson, 1997).
Conclusion
August Wilson is a famous 1980s writer, well recognized for “century cycle” plays in Pittsburgh.  The ten cycle play explicitly reveals the life of blacks in America, as demonstrated by Wilson. It focuses on challenges faced by blacks during the reconstruction era. In his plays, Wilson brings the theme of Black Nationalism and civil movement which saw African Americans suffers an attempt to stay alive and support their families. 
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