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The Place I call Home/Community
[bookmark: _GoBack]I did not understand the meaning of a community until I visited “The Farm of Hope Rehabilitation Centre.” The organization deals with rehabilitating youths who have been under the influence of drugs and substance use. During holidays while in high school, I visited the place; at first, I could not comprehend how these youths managed to stay and work together as a family. Notably, they are from diverse cultures, religions, nationalities, and more, so they have different personalities. 
During the interaction session, I learned that respecting others’ opinions, humility, perseverance, tolerance, and being goal oriented are the key values that bind them together. These aspects triggered my mind; I evaluated my high school life and realized I lacked patience while dealing with my colleagues. Since that day, I made a positive turn; with my expertise in Guidance and Counselling, I volunteered to help my fellow youths in the recovery process. Remarkably, it dawned on me that service to others is the foundation of any community.
Through volunteering, I interacted with both youths and their mentors, where I learned how to get along with people. The rehab became my home, and every weekend I chose to holiday there. Ideally, my perception of a community significantly changed. Initially, I thought it's just a place where people stay together; however, I consider it a dwelling where people have a common binding objective attained through comradeship, collaboration, and positively impacting each other. Therefore, in college, I will strive to come up with a counseling group to help colleagues.
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