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The Problem of Evil
The problem of evil is an argument that has been raising theological controversies in the existence of God in the sense that if he exists, and is as perfectly good and omnipotent as traditional religious institutions hold, then evil should not be existence. Atheists have largely raised this argument in their quest to prove the non-existence of God, although the issues raised by atheists may not be regarded as conclusive. For instance, they argue that if God exists, he should be extremely, perfectly good, and all-powerful (Tooley, 2019). An all-powerful being has limitless power and, therefore, can prevent evil from occurring if he is willing. Since God is all about righteousness and goodness, he must be more than willing to rid the earth of evil. Thus, God does not exist, for if he does, he would have eliminated or prevented evil.
This argument does not consider cases where the existence of evil is inevitable since it creates the foundation of moral goodness that outweighs the evil; or where one evil becomes a consequence of eliminating another. The problem of evil encompasses multiple questions, including the classifications of evil into moral and natural ones (Welz, 2018). It also raises the question of whether or not, if God exists, he is willing to eliminate evil but is incapable, is capable but unwilling, or he is both incapable and unwilling.
In my opinion, the very existence of evil should be counted as proof that God exists and is capable of eliminating evil but cannot due to understandable reasons. As one of the theodicies suggests, it is God’s will that humans should be free to make their own choices (Welz, 2018). His power permits him to impose a rule on the human that they may not commit any evil. Yet, his perfect goodness does not allow him to be an aristocratic ruler. He wants individuals to sin if they so choose, and his perfect system has provided a judgment procedure when people die.   


References
Tooley, M. (2019). The problem of evil. Cambridge University Press.
Welz, C. (2018). Facing the problem of evil. Nordisk Judaistik/Scandinavian Jewish Studies, 29(1), 62-78.




1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Problem of Evil


 


Student’s Name


 


Tutor’s Name


 


Course


 


Date


 


 


 




1                 The Problem of Evil   Student’s Name   Tutor’s Name   Course   Date      

