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The Street Lawyer
The title of this book of fiction gives one the idea of an interconnection between the work done in the justice system and the social structure that is in the streets. I did not expect that the lawyer would be giving up his privileges to help the poor and homeless in the society, but it proves to be very idealistic as the rich lawyer tries to find the purpose of his job. The book begins with so much intensity and then slows down hence throwing a good measure of meaningful moral lessons. It offers an excellent introduction into the predicament of the homeless people on the streets as well as the stain of mental illness and the corruption that plagues law and justice (Nasrullah, 2018). The homeless angle was flawlessly woven into the storyline hence raising awareness of this problem throughout the story; fortunate people should feel guilty that others are homeless in the same cities.
The main ideas covered in the book encompasses justice, survival, and discovery. To begin with, survival is powerfully captured in the way those that live on the streets face a lot of dangers and can ultimately end up contributing to more danger by being addicted to drugs or the mental illnesses associated with hardship. Also, Michael, the rich lawyer, is afraid of working around the streets as a lawyer for the homeless, a fear that is rooted in the way society’s upper class views the poor, sick, and homeless. Survival is also shown in Michael’s change of heart and moving expedition of the world of the homeless, one may wonder what motivated that change of heart. The rich spend more on fancy coffee than the poor spend on meals, what stops them from helping the sick, poor, and homeless in society (Grisham, 2001). The fact remains that change can make people more human and bring value to an otherwise purposeless living. It is incredible how people can choose roads less traveled, fight for something truly significant, and finding themselves in the process. It is survival.
In addition, justice is the primary idea in the book as the entire story centers around justice. The eviction of a slum apartment by a real estate corporation collaborating with a great law firm is an injustice to the homeless who are victims. The privileged do not march or protest because their world is clean and safe with laws designed to keep them happy, and many of them ignore the less privileged in society because they don’t know any better. The upper-class lacks character, or they choose to ignore the reality in exchange for wealth and privilege. The book shows a lawyer with a conscience helping fight for poor people’s right to live in DC, a homeless man with meaning and a law firm held to pay-off.
It is also a story of discovery as the big shot lawyer leaves behind a potential fortune to become a mere street lawyer earning less but fighting for the betterment of the homeless. From the several interactions Michael had with the homeless and the poor, he realized how unfair and selfish he had been with his money and felt in his heart for these unprivileged people. He found his conscience, left his greed, and eventually discovered his heart hence changed his life and those of others. He says that he lost his love for money, which is the curse of the devil. 
The story is more character-driven with subtle messages deep in the story. So many emotions are evoked as the book provokes responses from our sense of humanity and the compassion within a given society. The plot is also relatable to ordinary people as it makes one view society as not a fantasy but instead filled with bitter realities that are hidden behind the curtains of public ignorance. The book changed how I view social responsibility and the issues that affect people’s way of life.
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