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Their Eyes Were Watching God
	In the 1937’s classic Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Hurston Neale, a story about a beautiful middle-aged woman who is an African-American called Janie. In this novel, Hurston takes readers on Janie’s romantic adventures, allowing them to experience all her euphoria and heartbreaks in regards to her love life. Eventually, Hurston draws the question: can Janie recognize genuine love in its true form? In this exploration, Hurston shows readers that true love cannot be boiled down into a straightforward definition by use of Janie experiences. Readers can see that love is about finding the balance; it is respect, but not submission, and it is arguing, but not attacking. Throughout this novel, Hurston sheds light on the different types of love a woman can experience over Janie’s three failed marriages. Ultimately, Janie concludes that genuine love is with no man but God.
    First, Janie enters marriage with Logan Killicks without really knowing how to love. Children often establish their first feelings of love with their parents, but since either of her parents did not raise Janie, it is not surprising to read her difficulties of finding love. Janie says, “Ah ain’t never seen mah, papa. And Ah didn’t know ‘im if Ah did. Mah mama neither” (Hurston 8). This reveals that Janie did not have a strong foundation of love and affection typically presented by parents; therefore, Janie will always be searching into the horizon for true love. She will never be satisfied, and will always be looking for better horizons. Additionally, since Janie was forced into an arranged marriage at the young age of 16 years, she does not have the same level of maturity and understanding of love as an adult would. Her marriage to Logan, a man old enough to be her father does not consist of love, but for financial security. Within the first two months of her marriage, Janie expresses to her grandmother that she does not know how to love her husband, saying that, “Cause you told me Ah mus gointer love him, and, and Ah don’t. Maybe if somebody was to tell me how, Ah could do it” (Hurston 23), even though Janie wants to love Logan, she could not find it in herself to love him because she is an amateur in love. Hurston creates the illusion to readers that Logan did not genuinely love Janie.  When the conversation of his wife was leaving him arose, he presented no signs of distress or concern. Logan states, “Ah don’t aim to worry mah gut into a fiddle string wid no s’posin” (Hurston, 30). At this moment, it is clear that Janie is fully aware that her husband does not cherish her and that love is absent from her marriage, so she decides to leave him and begin another quest of finding true love with Starks.
    Janie’s remarriage is portrayed to be with a confident but authoritative man,  Starks. It is ironic to read the first conversation between the two, where Starks had a hard face, asking her to give him a cup of water. In this simple gesture, Starks is unintentionally showing Janie that his expectations of her are to play a submissive role in any future relationship they will share. Joe also immediately shows that he intends of being the dominant figure by interrupting her when she was describing the different kind of sweets she owns in the barn. This is not the last time Joe will silence her in their relationship. Even during their courtship, “Janie pulled back a long time because he did not represent sun-up and pollen and blooming trees, but he spoke for far horizon. He spoke for change and chance” (Hurston 29). This shows that despite the warning signs God presented Janie, she still is optimistic in exploring true love. Although Janie’ second marriage ended tragically, Janie’s bound relationship to Joe is her first exposure to genuine love and affection. Joe promises her “de day you put yo’ hand in mine, Ah wouldn’t let the de sun go down on us single. You ain't never knew what it was to be treated lak a lady and Ah wants to be de one tuh show yuh” (Hurston 29). Janie’s bond with Joe displays the most significant growth of Janie in the entirety of the novel. Towards the end of her marriage with her husband is when she discovers her voice and the importance of maintaining it. She declares to Joe “Ah ain’t goin’ outa here and Ah ain’t gointuh hush. Naw, you gointuh listen tuh me one-time befo’ you die. Mah own mind had tuh be squeezed and crowded out tuh make room for yours in me” (Hurston 86). Although Janie was abused physically and emotionally in her marriage to Joe, it forced her to find self-revelation and become vocal.
Janie leaves her marriage with Starks with intentions to end her quest of finding true love. The transition from wife to widow is one of the moments in the novel that represents Janie’s sense of fulfillment and complete satisfaction. Janie felt “she would have the rest of her life to do as she pleased” (Hurston 89). As Janie was self-reflecting, she realizes “Nanny had taken the biggest thing God ever made, the horizon” (Hurston 89). With Janie no longer searching into the horizon, the third marriage bond that Janie made to Cake is permanently binding. Cake serves as the catalyst that helps Janie obtain her ultimate goal: the discovery of ultimate love. Before their courtship, Janie already developed her voice, and she was able to maintain it with her marriage to Tea Cake. The Tea Cake is portrayed to have allowed Janie to express herself and live her truth. Although she was still bound in marriage, she always felt liberated and free to be herself. She was able to wear her hair down, which represents a woman’s identity. Tea Cake is the closest to Janie in age out of all her husbands, so readers explore Janie’s inner child come out during her marriage to him. Janie was taught by Tea Cake different skills including how to rebound. Ironically, the same ability that created Janie and Tea Cake courtship is the same skill she used to end his life. Janie’s decision to save her life over Tea Cake demonstrates significant growth from her past relationship where she served second rather than an equal partner. Janie’s bond to Tea Cake exceeds her expectations of what true matrimony should consist of: mutual respect.  
In the novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God is the tale of how Janie accomplishes a solid feeling of oneself after trying to make her relationship work. However, Janie adventure toward self-awareness is something experienced by a lot of people nowadays.  The aspect of self-portrays that Hurston embraces and necessitate that a couple should offer each other things that they need yet do not have. Janie observes that a satisfying relationship should be somehow dependent and have a common goal, as exhibited in her association with  Tea Cake. It makes Janie feel there is a need for equal treatment in the relationship and men should not just exercise their muscles. In her relationship with Logan most of the times Janie was forced to do things without being consulted whether she wants to.  Hence, they were no equity in Janie relationship and husband dominated her.
Even though relationships are inferred to be essential and make the life of an individual complete, Janie's undertaking for profound fulfillment is in a general sense a proud one. Janie is detached from every individual yet she portrayed a feeling of contentment.  Besides, Janie frees herself from her awkward and unsatisfactory relationships with Jody and Logan since they are obstacles to her journey of achieving independence. Her relationship with Cake, made Janie to encounter genuine fulfillment and enlightenment and ends up secure in her desired freedom. Additionally, Janie feels a reflective overtone with her all-purpose environments and even thinks that the soul of Cake is with her. On the other hand,  Janie establishes a distance from every close associate to her; hence she becomes at peace. 
While Janie battles to attain a spot for herself through embracing the spiritual adventure of mindfulness and, adoration. Jody strives to achieve satisfaction through efforts of intensity. Jody endeavors to control everything and everybody around him. Therefore, he practices his power to subordinate the present condition to favor his needs. Jody works to attain the top position that is a boss and control everything that is surrounding him. He works with the aim of the making of making it a reality by becoming a boss and manage everything and everybody in his surrounding surroundings and that, this way; he will attain the feeling of ultimate satisfaction. While others portray a comparable frame of mind toward control and power, for instance, even Tea Cake is loaded up with hubris due to the impending hurricane, though, he can endure the storm of his authority of the filth. For both Tea Cake and Jody, the everyday world would uncover the cutoff points of human power. For Jody's situation, when disease sets in, he starts to lose the hallucination that he is in control his reality; his loss of ability to control Janie as she despises disrespects him thus accelerating to his disappointment. In Tea Cake's case, he is compelled to run away to the storm of battles to endure the results of floods. At this breaking point, one extent to demonstrate capacity on the focal issue with Jody's ability situated methodology toward attaining satisfaction: finally, Jody can neither manage his weakening nor quiet Janie's strong will.  It explains the theme of power and authority in the novel. 
Their Eyes Were Watching God is regularly remembered for as Hurston is interesting utilization of language, especially her dominance of the rural southern black vernacular. All through the novel, she uses an intriguing structure; introduction of the story is between a tremendous scholarly portrayal as well as an informal talk. Long speech sections praise socially of how rich Janie's voices reality; these characters talk like a complete couple of others in relation to the American literature, and us of a particular language, tone, and vocabulary to mark their independence. Hurston has mastered her the language, and he utilizes the same throughout the novel. 
Hurston's utilizes language that corresponds to Janie's mission to discover her voice.  Also, as written afterward by Henry Louis Gates Jr. in the most of present-day releases of the novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God are principally worried about undertaking of the journey to discover her voice, with language is an instrument with the power to save, damage and strengthen one selfhood. Jody smothers from Janie's discourse, and when he tries to keeps her from talking, he is named as city hall leader; her scorn towards him is as a result of concealment to her singularity. Tea Cake, draws in her discourse, bantering with her and later putting himself as an equivalent term to her; her affection towards him originates from his regard of her distinction. Hence, it highlights the theme of language that is used in the novel. 
Janie discovered her capacity to discourse her connections with others, and she did find that quietness can play the role of being a wellspring of strengthening; having found her voice, she finds out ways to control and manage her voice. However, the storyteller is apparent in her spots, is in a position discover neither why Janie is not angry about Tea Cake's beating nor is he in a position unveiling her words at preliminary. In relation to both novel and their primary message, Hurston places an incredible accentuation in control of language as it is the source of both personality and strengthening.
In summary, readers travel with Janie on her journey of enlightenment and her discovery of ultimate love. Even though Janie is married for the majority of her life, Hurston shows readers that she experiences true fulfillment in her horizon of independence. Although Janie was married to three different types of men, the marriages consisted of some similarities. Janie’s age served as insecurity in all three of her unions. All three of her husband approach Janie for a relationship. None of the marriages lasted permanently. Janie grows in each marriage and concludes that by watching God through her own eyes lies true genuine love and although she is no longer married, she is never alone.   
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