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Marigolds Short Story Themes
The short story by Collier Eugenia entails a memory of the past of what used to be the author’s home.  There are two primary themes reflected in the reading where one of them is poverty.  The writer describes how the summers looked like, entailing the sterile and arid dust which could get into people’s eyes. As the author portrays, there were dirt roads as well as grassless yards in the shanty town where they used to live. Eugenia also mentioned the manner in which the black settlers would offer their sweat for a “meager share” off bread. There were no radios, only a few newspapers. The level of poverty in the area was high to the extent that people from outside parts of the globe would hold conferences and write books about them.  She describes their homes as “ramshackle” implying houses that are not well build reflecting the level of poverty in the region. 
The author also depicts the level of poverty at her home where she mentioned that her mother would work until later hours of the day. Also, her father says that he does not feel right having to rely on her mother from one year to the next. “It is not right for a man to eat the food of his woman year in and year out.” His wife tries to comfort him by telling him that there is nobody in that area that has it better and that they are all struggling (Collier, 1992). 
The theme of family issues is also reflected in the reading. The author’s father is not comfortable having to rely on his wife for his livelihood. He does not have a job, and Eugenia’s mother has to provide everything for the family. It gets to a point where he starts sobbing (Collier, 1992). 

The cries of her father confused her. She always had a painted picture of her dad in her mind where he was a rock from which the foundation of their family had been built.  He was strong and could whisk a kid on his shoulder and go through the house singing. He would also whittle toys for them and taught them how to hunt rabbits and fish (Collier, 1992). There was a tension in the family at the time. Here, the author is confused, and everything seems out of place. With how she viewed her father, he was now crying like a child. With the family issues and her father crying, a feeling of fear and bewilderment was what she experienced (Collier, 1992). The theme of family issues is portrayed in the story as the breadwinner is her mother but her father is saddened by the fact that it is the woman who is looking out for their family instead of himself.
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