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	Pastoral theology is concerned with the application of the scriptures. The theology seeks to equip ministers with a sensible and realistic approach towards the scriptures. The study of Pastoral theology is necessary for even the ministers who are born with spiritual gifts. Studying pastoral theology gives someone knowledge of how to use and dispense gifts in the right way. The scriptures also state that the training and the gifts should go together. This is as it was when the apostles of Jesus spent three years while receiving Jesus' teachings (GI.1:18, NRSV).   This paper aims to discuss how to perform pastoral theology before a group of people so that they can have a better understanding of God.
		Lee, 2018, points out that pastoral theology aims at teaching biblical truths that are applicable to everyday church situations. Therefore, there are three primary categories of pastoral theology in the church. These are pastoral leadership, public ministry, and pastoral care. The study of these three categories equips ministers with the effective know-how knowledge and wisdom of pastoring God’s people. More so, it helps the ministers in living their lives according to theological teachings. This is because pastoral minister life is intertwined with the scriptures. Leopando, 2017, points out that for effective ministry, pastoral leaders are supposed to have clear understanding of theology ministry vision.  This is because religious ministers who developed a good understanding of theology will be able to lead sons of God in having a solid and stable foundation in what they do.  Religious ministers who do have a good understanding of theological vision for ministry and the scripture risk drifting from the key responsibilities of leading the people of God. Theology teaches that for the minister to lead a fulfilling and fruitful life ministry service, he should have a better understanding of the scriptures and theology. If a pastoral minister finds out that his/her ministry life is becoming hard, it is because of lacking a proper understanding of the scriptures and theologies teachings. The ministry's life should be enshrined in the scriptures. 
 	Pastors are aimed with the responsibility of providing spiritual leadership. Spiritual leadership is a learning process, and it equips church ministers with the right and effective skills for leading Christians.  Theology shapes the ministers into godly and wise leaders. Newman, 2019, points out that pastoral leadership was introduced by Jesus when he appointed Apostle Peter as the shepherd of the church.  Pastoral leadership entails service. The leader is encompassed around trust. Therefore, pastors are supposed to earn trust from the people that they serve. Trust cannot be demanded; it is earned.  Pastors are supposed to be sincere according to the theological teachings and the scriptures when dispensing their services. They should let themselves be led by the Holy Spirit. This means that they should, therefore, stay humble so as to lead according to the manifestations of the Holy Spirit. More so, pastors are supposed to honor and respect the people that they serve. Under no situations, pastors are supposed to force anything upon their followers or to dominate themselves in anything. The Bible emphasizes this by saying that according to the word of the lord, no one should serve by might power. Instead, a leader should be led by the Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4: 6, NRSV). 
 They are only supposed to serve. Burns, 2017, points out that when Peter was entrusted with the church by Jesus, he was not given any rights or special conditions over the other disciples. Instead, Jesus taught that, however, wishes to great among the disciples must be the servant of the others, and however, who yearns to be first, he must be the slaves of others. More so, he likened the teaching with how the Son of Man did not come to be served, but he came to serve and to give his life for the service of others.
	Pastoral leadership entails service. Therefore, pastors are supposed to be the servants of the word (Harris, 2017). In regard to pastoral leadership, the pastor is supposed to dispense their services according to scripture guidelines. They are supposed to live a life of faith in their service and their personal conduct. What I understand is that a pastor should devote all his life to living and dispensing his service according to the scriptures. Therefore, there should be something powerful that first compelled the church minister to decide that he wants to be a minister. This should be something that is profound. Something like an inner calling. The reason why I am saying this is because a pastor is not supposed to take chances between the pleasures or material desires of the outside world with church life. There are a lot of temptations in the outside world, and they do not despair church ministers. This is because, as humans who are made of flesh, they are prone to temptations. The devil has no restrictions towards testing church ministers, but the Holy Spirit strengthens them to remain strong and steadfast towards their service. Jesus himself was challenged by the devil three times. Satan wanted him to misuse his privileges and powers. But, Jesus used the scriptures to overcome the temptations. In the same way, church ministers can be tempted by all possible ways by Satan. This may interfere with their duties and obligations towards serving others. Therefore, like Jesus, church ministers are supposed to seek scriptural and spiritual guidance so that they can overcome daily temptations. It is through this that church ministers can dispense the pastoral leadership roles in an effective way according to the scriptural guidelines.
	The second primary category of pastoral theology is pastoral care. Raymond, 2018 points out that pastoral care entails that church ministers perform towards healing, guiding, nurturing, and reconciling people. Healing entails pastoral functions towards helping church members fell 
short towards the Bible teachings and restoring them towards a personal relationship with God.  I understand that it is many times that many Christians, especially the youths, are overwhelmed with life difficulties. At such times, their faith towards Christ is tested. There come otherworldly things that seem to offer solutions to the problems that they are facing. For example, a person may be depressed; therefore, he/she might be tempted to use drugs. Drugs may seem to offer solutions, but it is only for a short time. In fact, what drugs do is that they cause harm to a person. It is the role of a church minister to restore that person back to his/her previous relationship with God. More so, he is supposed to make that person understand God much deeper and better.  
	In regard to pastoral care, guiding entails helping troubled people to make good and confident choices (Raymond).  More so, it entails helping the broken people to understand themselves better. According to John 3: 16, what I understand is that God sent his one and only son to come and guide us (NRSV). It was out of love that God sent Jesus Christ to come and guide us so that we may never perish but have everlasting life. I find out that it is the role of church ministers to help broken people to realize that they are special people who were created in the same image and likeness of God. Therefore, they are supposed to realize that they are special people before God, and God cannot forsake them when they are facing hard times. It was out of love for the people that God sent Jesus to come and guide people towards making better and confident choices in life. Making people understand themselves and understand the connection that they have with God can make them have a better and profound understanding of God.
	The other paradigm of pastoral care is nurturing.  Nurturing entails offering service to others in a way that makes them to realize and to develop their potential amidst valleys, peaks, 
and plateaus of life. Many are the times that hopes of people are dimmed down by life challenges or the pleasures of life. Many are the times that children of God set objectives about things that they want to accomplish. But somewhere in between the way, they lose track. God is love. It is because of his love that he sent Jesus to come and serve us. The greatest command is ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself’. Every Christian is born with certain gifts or talents. Therefore, it is by realizing those gifts and talents that they can offer services towards each through love. No person can have life complete by himself. Everyone needs someone. Therefore, in efforts to make people understand God, church members should nurture people by making them realize their potential and capabilities.
	The last paradigm of pastoral care is reconciling people. Church ministers are supposed to restore broken relationships between fellow humans and God. What plays a key role in making people reconcile with each other is forgiveness. To understand God, church minsters should make people understand forgiveness in a better and profound way. God is forgiving.  The book of Mark says that when people pray, they should forgive, and if they have anything against anyone, the father who is in heaven will forgive them their sins (Mark 11:25, NRSV). To forgive, we must love first. It is that God loved the world that he gave his one and only son so that he can come and liberate us from sins. Therefore, ministers should show acts of love to their followers, and they should teach them how to forgive one another. 
	Pastoral ministry is oriented towards shepherding God's people. Shepherding, in this sense, refers to taking care of God's people. God is the ultimate shepherd. He leads people according to the way He wishes. He promises people that he will lead them into eternal life. 

Jesus was appointed as a shepherd to come and lead people in restoring their relationship with God. Pastors, on the other hand, are shepherds who lead people according to the scriptures. They shepherd God’s people by the word of God into eternity with Him. To make people understand God, pastors are expected to be good shepherds. Just as Jesus fulfilled God's promises, pastors are supposed to fulfill what is stipulates by the scriptures.
	The third and the last category of pastoral theology is public ministry. Public ministry entails preaching and worship (Cartledge et al., 2019). Pastors are therefore supposed to understand the set of beliefs that are held by the church so that they can praise and worship according to praise and worship according to the customs of the church. The church serves in uniting Christians together. This is because it is people with a common identity that are gathered together for a common goal. Therefore, in efforts to make the people understand God better, pastors are supposed to have a good and profound understanding of both the scriptures and the teaching of theology. This is because it is by doing so that they can effectively perform their calling, duty, or obligation according to the scriptures.
	In conclusion, theology is concerned with the application of the scriptures. It seeks to equip pastors with a sensible and realistic approach towards conducting themselves and serving other people. Studying theology teaches pastors about pastoral leadership, pastoral care, and public ministry. It is by understanding the three core teachings in theology that pastors can be able to be better in making other people understand about God. More so, the understanding the core teachings of theology and the scriptures the helps the pastoral ministers to be strong in faith. They need to be strong in faith so that they can be able to over the challenges that they encounter 

[bookmark: _GoBack]in their daily lives while offering services to the. I have understood that, in the same way that Jesus used the scriptures to overcome Satan temptations, so are the pastoral ministers supposed to use the scriptures to overcome the challenges that they may encounter. Pastors are shepherds who are supposed to lead according to the scriptures. 
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