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Structural functionalism is also called functionalism. In functionalism theory the society is seen as a structure which has interrelated parts that are designed to address the social and biological needs of the people in the society. It has manifest functions which are visible and latent functions which are invisible. According to structural functionalism, education is a very important social institution in the society. It exhibits manifest functions of education and latent functions 
Manifest functions of structural functionalism in education systems. The manifest function of education is to transmit knowledge and skill to the leaners. There are other manifest functions that can be present in the education system as discussed (Majumdar, 2021). Socialization is one, in this the school works as a place where the student learns how to get along with one another. Socialization happens regardless of the other person’s culture or social class as they perform different school activities together and have many common activities they do together. This will help the student to learn about the cultures of other than the dominant culture only. Social control for the student also happens in education system. This happens when the students are taught of the core values of the nation. This occurs when they are taught to respect authority and they also have to conform to the law of the school and nation (Majumdar, 2021). This helps the students in their life after school in their work areas as most work under supervisors and other authorities. Social placement also happens when the students learn to attain some social class in the society based on the value put upon certain class. A student can take a business or medicine cause if it has a higher social placement in their country. Meritocracy and allocation of roles is also a manifest function. 
Latent function for education systems are the united functions of education. In this case students may find friends and can also find their marriage partners which were not the intended reason for school. In this issue of mate selection and courtship is enhanced in schools especially collages. The elementary schools they can function as baby sitting places for employed parents. Schools help the students participate in the extracurricular activities which can help also identify their talents. Collages can help build social networks that will in future will help then connect with the job market. Structuralism helps identify structures of society which are important for its persistence (Majumdar, 2021). Schools will help the students learn how to work with others which is expected in the when one is employed. School help prepare students for competition in life.
Dysfunction is when things breakdown of there is disruption of which in turn threaten the stability of a society. In education system dysfunction functionalism can happen. In education, examples of dysfunction include getting bad grades. This happens when the students don’t put efforts on studies or engage in bad habits or even truancy. School drop outs also do happen when students are unable to continue with academics due to pregnancy for girls. Dropouts can also happen in cases of excessive drug abuse by the students (Majumdar, 2021). Not graduating, and also not finding suitable employment is dysfunction. This occurs when the students have failed in their exams or have bad grades. Some students fail to graduate when they get disciplinary issues and are expelled from school. Employment is mainly based on meritocracy and when the students get bad grades, they may never find a better job.
We can therefore conclude that the concept of latent function and manifest functions can be well a applied in the education system. Dysfunctions too do happen in the structural functionalism.
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