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Thoughts about the Phaedo
Summary
The thoughts on various sections of what happens in the Socrates dialogue the Phaedo is an article that gives a review of what is discussed in every section of the Phaedo dialogue between Socrates and his friends. The review gives an analysis of what is depicted in the discussion and also talks about the main ideas that are unveiled in the discussion and it also tries to expound on the major themes of the discussion by specifically pointing out the ideas of Socrates. The article is based on the analysis of the time when Socrates was having his last dialogue with his friends before taking the poison and die.
The main ideas that are projected in this article are in line with Socrates' argument on the mortality of the soul. Where Socrates explains this concept by laying up to four arguments that are, the cyclical argument, the argument of recollection, the affinity argument, and the argument from the form of life. The article began analyzing the cyclical argument which is capture in the first chapters of the Phaedo dialogue. This argument explains based on the relationship that is there between cold and the hot and the relationship of sleep and waking up to argue that if it is true that the livings come from death then it is true that the human soul must exist in another world. It states that “when things cool down, they used to be hotter, and when they heat up, they used to be cooler; (8) when things are asleep, they used to be awake, and when they’re awake, they used to be asleep.”
The article also brings out the theory of recollection that Socrates uses to explain to his esteem friends about the immortality of the soul. The articles give a clear explanation that the argument arose as a result of cubes realizing the relationship that is there between the cyclical argument and the theory of recollection. Then theory explains that the ability of a man to depict knowledge that was previously seen is because the knowledge was carried by the soul which existed time even before someone was born. It states that “Code would nevertheless be only a small part of the Ultimate Reality to which it belongs, and it’s far from obvious that diligent philosophical inquiry will help us to see it more clearly; maybe we’re just born with an intuitive “recollection” of it”. The other concept that is brought out in this article is the affinity argument. In this argument, locates tell his friends that the body resembles something visible and also mortal but the soul on the other hand resembles that which is invisible and also divine.
As such, Socrates categorically means that the body is immortal even when it is still seen as a corpse but the soul is immortal sine it is divine thus outlast the very visible body. As it is stated, “Bodies don’t have to be alive, so if a body is alive then a soul must be associated with it, and when a body is no longer associated with it then the body dies.” Another part that is brought out crystal clear is that of argument from the form of life. in this argument, Socrates explains that it is the soul is the one that makes the body to live. Since life is beautiful, it then explains that the soul which is the absolute beauty is the cause of life to be beautiful. as Socrates state, "there is an absolute beauty, and goodness, and the absolute essence of all things; and if to this, which is now discovered to have existed in our former state, we refer all our sensations, and with this compare them, finding these ideas to be pre-existent and our inborn possession— then our souls must have had a prior existence,”  Therefore, the soul is the one that brings life and that is the reason it will never admit death since it is the opposite of what it brings.
Reaction
I found the article compelling especially on the elaboration of section ten which looks at the theory of affinity. The concept of the body and the existing as something which is visible and mortal and the soul as something invisible and immortal to be of high regard. Socrates expounds by even more elaborating that the soul of a virtuous man is immortal and that his soul even after death will remain good afterlife as stated that, “ after their disembodiment, souls all go down into the Underworld to be judged; souls “who appear to have lived neither well nor ill” are sent to “the Acherusian lake,” where they are “purified of their evil deeds … and receive the rewards of their good deeds”. The statement is clear on how immortal the soul is and how it will go to the underworld as compared to the body which will remain dead. As such, the information makes someone think the soul as being immortal and divine as it is invisible.
I also found Socrates’ idea of the body of the virtuous people receiving the rewards afterlife helps me understand the need to always do the good things. No matter what it takes, I should ensure I pursue goodness and that I live a life full of virtues. This will guarantee goodness even after death since the soul will be alive to receive the rewards that come to only those who lived a virtuous life. Such a passionate discovery was also realized by cubes who states that “ it is and must be so, in my opinion; and we have not been deluded in making these admissions, but I am confident that there truly is such a thing as living again, and that the living spring from the dead, and that the souls of the dead are in existence, and that the good souls have a better portion than the evil.” Masking it clear that the virtuous souls have a better place to dwell afterlife.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I would firmly recommend this sectional thought on the Phaedo to any person who wants to deeply understand the concept of the soul and its immortality and also to those who want to reflect and think of their personal life and what to expect afterlife. The information will also help someone to ponder on the real need for living and how the afterlife seems to be.
