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Titchener’s experiments: no women allowed
Question 
Do you think Titchener was wrong to exclude women from his experiments?
Quotation
"Some women students from Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania tried to attend the group's meeting, but they were quickly ordered to leave."
Reflection
Titchener had a group of psychologists who called themselves Titchener Experimentalists in 1904. This group of people began meetings to compare research notes. Titchener was the one who selected the people and the topics to be researched. Generally, the researchers reported what Titchener wanted to be reported. The group of psychologists manly came from Yale, Cornell, Clark, Michigan, and Princeton. The most conspicuous thing with Titchener was his exclusion of women in his experiments. No women were allowed in his experiments at all. When some women students from Bryn Mawr College tried to attend the meetings, they were quickly ordered to leave. Women like Lucy May Boring chose marriage over a career in psychology despite having a Ph.D. in psychology. She joined the fray of many middle-class married women with good academic qualifications whose contributions were not acknowledged. Many women wrote to Titchener requesting the opportunity to participate in his experiments, but Titchener remained adamant about not admitting women in his experiments. Christine Ladd-Franklin expressed her shock at how Titchener could exclude women from the meeting of experimental psychologists, terming it as an "old-fashioned" standpoint. She condemned Titchener’s policy calling them immoral and unscientific. 
This reading has caught me reflecting on how women have been excluded and discriminated against in various societal fields. Often women have been on the receiving end of discrimination and inequality throughout history. Women have been excluded in policy making, have been economically, socially, and politically excluded, and men have taken center stage in all aspects of society. In a patriarchal society, women have struggled to make it to the top and get the privileges that men receive.  Many people have labeled Titchener as a misogynist for refusing to admit women in his experiments. Although Titchener did not allow women in his experiments, he was arguably the strongest advocate for women psychologists in the United States. He accepted women in his graduate studies program and directed more than 20 dissertations for women psychologists. However, his exclusion of women from the "Experimentalists" still makes him be perceived as a misogynist. 
Women have struggled to find their place in society's sphere. Not only in psychology, even in other fields, but women were also excluded. Although feminists have been advocating for gender equality, men still dominate many spheres of society. For example, in the corporate world, men occupy top management jobs like CEOs, directors, managers, and presidents. On the other hand, women face the glass ceiling in trying to climb the corporate ladder. Men also dominate other societal spheres like politics. Women are regarded as inferior to men. Even with similar or better qualifications and experiences, men are more preferred to men in the corporate world. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]From a Christian point of view, we are created in God’s image and likeness. We should therefore treat each other with fairness and equality. We should not discriminate against any person based on their gender, race, class, ethnicity, or religion; rather we should promote equality and justice. We should show love for everyone, and this can be manifested through inclusion. 
