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Thomas Jefferson 
	Thomas Jefferson is an American historical figure who played crucial roles in the country. His impact in the country began before the U.S attained her independence. He helped the American colonies to identify the importance of independence and contributed to the negotiations with the British colonists. Besides, Jefferson played a crucial role in promoting federalism and became an effective republican, and most of his achievements continue to make positive impacts in the U.S.
	The role of Jefferson during the process of attaining independence is clear as he was the primary writer of the declaration of independence. Before 1776, most American colonies including Jefferson supported the authority of the British Empire as they had a beneficial relationship with Americans (Koch and Eden 16). The colonists purchased the products produced in the country and provided protection. On the other hand, the colonies responded by obeying the British laws. However, after the Seven Years War, the challenges of this relationship began to emerge as the British expected her colonies to help in paying the losses the empire incurred during the warfare (Koch andPeden20). The colonies were forced to pay high taxes even though they were discriminated against essential aspects as citizens in the region. 
	Jefferson was part of the team of delegates in charge of drafting the declaration of independence. His eloquent writing skills enabled him to become the principal author of the document (McDonald 169). Besides, in this document, Jefferson emphasized on the unity of Americans as this would help in ending the tyranny of the British. On June 28, 1776, Jefferson submitted the draft to the congress, which accepted it and made changes before it was published. Although Jefferson was unhappy with some of the changes, the final document was dispatched to Europe and this mobilized support for the American Revolution. Consequently, this approach helped in attaining self-governance in America. 
	Jefferson is also remembered for his attempts to end slavery in America. His attempt began during the independence declaration when he proposed the abolishment of the slave trade in the document even though it was rejected (McDonald 195). Nevertheless, in 1778, as a governor of Virginia, Jefferson formulated a law to end the importation of slaves in the state. Also, in 1784, he continued to influence the prohibition of this business by creating a law to end the slave trade in the Northwest (Koch and Eden 16). These attempts contributed to efforts to promote equality between whites and African Americans. 
	In 1787, Jefferson also performed a key role in influencing the preparation of the new constitution. Despite his absence in the country during the time, Jefferson communicated with the team of delegates who were part of the constitutional convention in Philadelphia (Currie 1441). He pointed out the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation that were previously used by states. He pointed out the need for a powerful central government as well as relevant individual rights. According to Jefferson, civil rights for the media would help in promoting the freedom of the citizens (Currie 1441). As a result, his influence in this matter helped in the formation of the federal government as well as a new constitution that continues to guide policies in the U.S. 
	During the period of 1791, Jefferson also acted as a member of opposition against Gorge Washington’s administration. He was concerned about the commercial plan proposed by Alexander Hamilton who was also a member of the state under Washington’s cabinet. Hamilton proposed that the central government should create a national bank that would have branches in each state. This approach would enable the government to deposit and borrow money when needed. However, according to Jefferson, Hamilton’s plan led to huge spending by the government and was unconstitutional (Currie 1441). 
	In the early 1800s, Jefferson helped to form the Republican Party which he used to campaign for the presidential election. In 1801, Jefferson became the third president of the U.S after defeating incumbent President John Adams. Also, Jefferson marked history as it was the first time in the country when a federalist party was removed from power. As such, Jefferson aimed to make numerous changes that were implemented by the previous federalists in the country. 
	As the third president of the U.S, Jefferson was determined to make many policy changes including removing the national bank. This approach had resulted in huge debts and Jefferson helped to lower the debt by approximately 37 million U.S dollars. Also, Jefferson aimed to correct previous attempts to weaken the powers of the states. The states become more significant also contributed to the growth of the country. Besides, he also reduced the size of the military as this approach had contributed to huge government spending. 
	In 1804, Jefferson was re-elected into office as the U.S president. Nevertheless, he experienced a lot of challenges and failures during this term. Firstly, the period was marked by the war between Napoleonic France and Great Britain and this affected the American trade. As such, Jefferson signed the Embargo Act in 1807 as a response but this only wrecked the country’s economy since it led to a decrease in export earnings. Secondly, this approach later led to the war of 1812 after he left office. Nevertheless, after his term, Jefferson continued to make an impact as he helped in the design and launch of the University of Virginia in 1825. Jefferson finally passed on July 4, 1826. 
	In conclusion, Jefferson was a significant historical figure in the U.S as he played crucial roles in vital sectors of the country. He contributed to attaining independence in the U.S and later made contributions in the first constitution. The leader also became the third president of the U.S and made huge achievements in defining the banking system. Nevertheless, his mistakes and success continue to guide politicians and other leaders in the country. 
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