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Thesis: while homelessness in the U.S. continues to be characterized by increasing numbers, however, researcher have construed little effort into capturing subgroup diversities of the homeless population. Published research in the area is highly limited to the examination of homelessness as a homogenous subgroup, delineating it in terms of sex, age or some other characteristics, in essence then failing to give due diligence to the heterogeneous nature of homelessness, which now includes persons with mental illness, persons with chronic diseases, and war veterans.
Homelessness is a widely occurring, complex and persistent problem encompassing economic, social and psychological aspects. Homelessness over the past decade has grown to include subgroups such as the mentally ill, military veterans, children, families with children, and persons fleeing domestic violence (Rosenheck, Bassuk & Salomon 7). The view that homelessness is a homogenous entity has led to the construing of extensive social policy programs, which though in good will seek to address the issue holistically, have been less effective, highly varied and take little to no account of subgroup differences (Moriarty 5). Presented is an examination of the issue in depth, with the evaluation of the conflicting and competing views on the appropriateness of a holistic response to different subgroups with a balanced conclusion on the justness of interventions instituted. 
Programs designed to address holistically address a group problem can be sometimes be blurred by the lack of awareness on the structural causes of the issue they are meant to address (Pomeroy & Leonore 8). As we have come to know it, homelessness typically represents populations that are predominantly from the low socio-economic background and those who lack accesses to affordable housing. Better (now to mean politically correct) characterization of this group has been that of a group who are underserved the society’s opportunity structures and social safety net programs rather than being uniquely burdened by theirindividual incapacities (of providing for themselves). 
The individual characteristics of homeless persons sometimes are a representation of the markers of societal bias and neglect. From a historical perspective, surveys have taught us that the changing faces of homelessness are indicative of the society’s subgroups that are most vulnerable to losing their homes in the face of changing social safety net programs and attitudes. Homelessness is reflective, in part, of our social history as a people. As we ushered in the 20th century, for example, the homeless population was predominantly made up of persons with syphilis, the blind, those who had survived railroad accidents and veterans of the Civil War (Gitterman 357;
 Convincing the Americans that homeless people deserve much more assistance that they are currently afforded requires that researchers delve into exploring each subgroup of the homeless and present adequate information that would allow for legitimate advocacy of their needs (Robertson & Greenblatt 123). In doing so, they may indeed even shed light on reasons behind scholarly attention towards subgroups termed as ‘deserving’: including those with severe mental illness, war veterans, children and families with children (Burt 6). On the other hand, little effort has been construed toward understanding other subgroup characteristics such as the minorities, illegal immigrants and those who are poor (Aubry et al. 1).
There various advantages to be realized if we were to construe more of our efforts towards examining and understanding subgroup differences among the homeless. Each homeless subgroup – those experiencing extreme poverty and those with limited or impaired functional capabilities – has their inimitable service needs and thus identifying these needs is important to inform service planning and delivery. Programs on detoxification, for example, would confer little advantage if incorporated into programs for homeless children in a similar sense as job counseling would be of no value to persons who have severe drug addictions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly, the identification of subgroup needs would allow for the guiding of agencies in hiring staff with skills that match the needs of the people to be served. Programs, for example, that help the mentally ill homeless people need psychiatrists, while programs serving linguistic minorities need to hire staff that is culturally and linguistically apt (Haskett, Perlman & Cowan VII). The identification of group special service needs finally would allow for the combination of organizational efforts to form super service networks targeting a broad range of issues associated with homelessness. This is more so important as homelessness is typically associated with need in multiple areas. Agency alliances would allow for the achievement of different goals in lesser time and inexpensively (Robertson & Greenblatt 123).
To conclude, it is never the intention of scholars to understate the need for addressing the needs of homeless subgroups. Single mothers need job training and child care, and children need to get an education, those with mental ailments need medical attention while the veterans deserve recognition and honor for their sacrifices made. However, in light of homeless people needing support and encouragement, little effort has been put into understanding the needs of the homeless subgroups to allow for proper support for each of the subsets. 
While notably, the service needs of each homeless subgroup need to be specified and addressed, failure to delaminate these needs should not be used as a means to a de facto acceptance of homelessness being irreparable and acceptable. While this may be seemingly better than holistically neglecting their needs, it is imperative that policymakers understand that such a response are reflective of capitulation to inevitable outcomes. Proper political will from the political elite would allow for the eradication of homelessness, or more realistically, realize and very marked reduction.
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