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Traffic Wrecks in the United States

Traffic wrecks are a common occurrence on all roads worldwide. They are characterized by crashes involving vehicles mostly using public roads. Traffic wrecks are considered to cause great losses in terms of financial losses to the victims and their families through loss of property, livelihood, and loss of lives among others. Reports on global status on rood traffic wrecks show that the occurrence and losses therein as a result of road accidents remain high despite the many measures put in place to prevent them.There are many factors related to the occurrence of these wrecks. 
These factors are such as mechanical factors where vehicles used are faulty, hence accidents are inevitable. The world health organization, however, in their report on the mechanical factors leading to traffic wrecks states that these factors only cause a negligible percentage of the accidents. 

Another risk factor to traffic wrecks is recklessness while driving these results when the road user is either uncaring of themselves of or other road users and in that case, they might use their cell phones while driving, fail to use helmets, seatbelts, among other reckless behavior hence leading to some of the major accidents (Triplett, Santos, Rosenbloom, 2016). Reckless driving can also be caused by fatigue and sleepiness of the drivers. The recklessness factor may also be characterized by poor designing of roads, absence of pavements for use by pedestrians.

Ages Likely to Get in Traffic Wrecks

In the United States, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) report showed that 37,461 people were killed in traffic wrecks with an average of 102 individuals daily (Tefft, 2017). A study carried out by the NHTSA among drivers across different age groups, shows that the drivers of the ages 16-17 years, branded as group A were two times more likely to cause accidents compared to the drivers of ages 18-19 years. Those drivers in group A were 4.5 times more to lead to accidents compared to the drivers in the age bracket 30-39 years, 40-49 years, and 50-59 years.

The reports also showed that the drivers in the age bracket 60-69 years were the least likely to cause fatal road accidents. The report also shows that beyond 70 years the rate of crashes began to increase with the highest increase being at the age of 80 years and above whose rate is however lower than that of drivers below the age of 30 years. 
These reports clearly show that the drivers at the age of 16 up to teens are the most notorious in causing traffic wrecks with the trend decreasing as the advance in years while the curve starts to rise with old age (Tefft, 2016). From the reports, questions arise, questions such as; why there is a high rate of traffic wrecks among the two age groups, the teens in their 16s and 20s, and the elderly in their 80s and above years. As discussed above, one of the major reasons for fatal traffic wrecks is reckless driving. 

Youths are most often involved in sensation seeking while driving this is mostly because the reason most of them drive is not related to any particular important reason rather for recreation purposes in this case the youths would seek the joy in speed driving, illegal turns, tailgating, street racing and overtaking recklessly most often than not leading to fatal collision and death. The youths are exposed to reckless driving from the movies they are exposed at an early age, thus creating an impression in their minds, and in that case, they often want to experience the same (National Center for Statistics and Analysis, 2016). 
Elderly people that is those above 80 years of age are involved in reckless driving, but unlike the teens, their reasons are non-related to thirst for exploration rather an age-related issues such as degenerative diseases such as dementia, stroke, cardiac arrest while driving on a busy road, sleepiness, and fatigue due to medical-related reasons or drugs they might be taking (Li, Braver, & Chen, 2003). Another reason for the high rates of traffic wreck among the youths is due to lack of experience. Most of these teens are not experience as they are always eager to hit the road immediately they get their licenses. Since good road habits not only develop with training but also with time, they lack the aspect of experience hence fatal accidents occur due to the many traffic mistakes they commit in the early stages of learning. 

Drug and substance abuse is also a causal factor for traffic wreck among youths. It is at this age that most teens are involved in these activities where they party and have access to many types of drugs such that they end up driving under the influence of drugs and substances. Under the influence of drugs, the driver is bound to make a poor judgment on the roads, failure to see an oncoming vehicle clearly or a ditch, or lose the grip on the steering wheel amid a busy highway, leading to fatal traffic wrecks. Teen drivers, as studies shows have a high rate of traffic wrecks due to distractions caused by driving in the company of fellow teens. In this case, the teens would want to impress their friends hence cause accidents.
The use of cell phones while driving is another major cause of traffic wrecks. This occurs since being a technology enlightened generation, they are constantly texting and making calls while driving, this leaves them distracted hence are unaware of oncoming road hazards. 
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